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Those seeking searching, candid, and informed 


appraisal of the Israeli scene will find the 


with its quarterly special section 


“Israel Seen from Within” indispensable. 
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Editorial Comment 





Oil 

HE DECISION of the State Supreme Court to 

prohibit the Arabian-American Oil Com- 
pany from asking job applicants in New York 
State questions about their religion puts an end, 
for the time being, to an anomolous situation. 
Aramco, thanks to a ruling by Mr. Carter, 
Chairman of the State Commission Against 
Discrimination, has till now been exempt from 
provisions of state laws which forbid questions 
about race or creed in applications for employ- 
ment. The reason for Aramco’s special exemp- 
tion was Ibn Saud’s refusal to permit Jewish 
employees of the company to enter his land. 

Aramco’s regard for the sensibilities of the 
Arabian potentate are understandable. No sac- 
rifice of principle is too great to keep relations 
with the desert monarch well-oiled. More puz- 
zling is the complaisance of the Sate Commission 
Against Discrimination whose function it is, 
presumably, to safeguard state laws in this field 
against violation. Characterizing Commissioner 
Carter’s finding as arbitrary and capricious, 
Justice Henry Epstein pointed out that it was 
without any basis in law: ‘The Commissioner 
may not place the policy of Saudi Arabia above 
the law and public policy of New York State. 
No agency of New York State may subordinate 
the law of the state to the dictates of a foreign 
state which violates our own public policy.” 

These are forthright words. The weird privi- 
lege to discriminate, which Aramco has enjoyed 
since 1950, has at last been lifted. The oil in- 
terests will be required to honor American laws 
and ideals like lesser capitalists. For a long time 
they have managed to obscure their simple 
credo—oil profits are sacrosanct—by high- 
sounding pronouncements about the “interests” 
of the United States in the Middle East. For 
the sake of the Federal Government they were 
prepared to run counter to state policy. 

The argument is specious. It has repeatedly 
been demonstrated that the alliance between 
Arabian royalty and oil royalties is tight as ever. 
The Saudi Arabian princelings’ appetite for air- 
conditioned palaces, harems, and Cadillacs shows 
no sign of abating. Aramco’s readiness to be 
terrorized is, under the circumstances, suspi- 
ciously eager. If the oil company really is as 
concerned for the long-range interests of the 


United States as it protests, perhaps the best 
evidence of that concern would be a firmer 
allegiance to American laws and principles. 


The State Commission Against Discrimination 
is not happy with the revocation of the Aramco 
ban on Jews. It is going to appeal the decision 
of the State Supreme Court. We trust that a 
higher court will uphold the annulment of the 
exemption which too long protected Aramco’s 
discriminatory practices. To woo Ibn Saud by 
flouting American principles may prove an 
expensive courtship. 


Tennis 


| se by the uproar which followed the 
West Side Tennis Club’s refusal to admit 
the son of Dr. Ralph Bunche to membership, 
New York City’s Commission On Intergroup 
Relations plans to investigate clubs in the area 
which bar Jews and Negroes. Discrimination 
in employment (as in the case of Aramco), 
housing, or schooling represents a clear-cut issue 
within clearly-defined domains. The recent vic- 
tories for equal rights won in these fields indicate 
great advances in public opinion. However, the 
question of club membership is a more complex 
matter. Has a private social club any public 
responsibilities in regard to the criteria which 
it adopts for the selection of its members? Sup- 
posing a club wishes to limit its membership 
to red-haired spinsters, or senior citizens, or 
alcoholics, or ‘“‘fatties”? Are the terms of the 
association discriminatory if the purpose of the 
club is private delectation? 

What about the West Side Tennis Club? We 
may with right think the club’s administration 
stupid and bigoted. We should certainly insist 
that no public matches or sport competitions 
like the Davis Cup Match be held on its grounds. 
We may be disgusted with the arrogant im- 
becility of any group which passes judgment on 
races and creeds instead of on individuals, but it 
is doubtful whether it is in the public interest 
to intrude on purely private social arrangements 
which use no public funds and enjoy no public 
privileges. 

It is of the utmost importance for every 
citizen in the country that no member of a 
minority suffer discrimination in the job that 
he seeks, the school he attends, the house in 
which he lives, or the transportation that he 
uses. And no effort is too great to secure these 
and similar human rights which affect the life 
of the individual in society. But it is dubious 
if the fight should be extended into areas 
impossible to control. 








D"<« the last few days we have had a 

repetition of the interesting and instructive 
spectacle that we witnessed seven years ago 
during the debate on reparations. If I had hap- 
pened to come here for the first time in my life 
and heard the speeches delivered in a loud voice 
and in a solemn stillness, speeches that seemed 
to be imbued with grief and accompanied by 
tears, I might not have agreed with the 
speakers, but I should undoubtedly have been 
deeply moved and have sympathized with 
their sorrow. But since I heard the same 
speeches delivered by the same speakers a 
few years ago with even greater pathos, and 
since I have seen what happened after the 
speeches and how the speakers acted after the 
speech-making was over, I was not moved either 
by the tears or by the grief, for by now I am 
experienced and I understand their true sig- 
nificance. 


The faculty of speech is the distinctive quality 
of man, in which he is superior to all other living 
creatures. But not every talent for speech is 
beneficial. True, sincere words, by which the 
speaker lives and acts, are instructive and arouse 
respect. But high-sounding speeches, which 
are not binding, not true—demagogic speeches— 
are of doubtful value. The moral criterion of 
speech is not the talent it displays but the truth 
that is in it. Does the man act according to 
what he says? Does he live by his words? 


And now let us imagine the Government 
proposing negotiations with Germany on repara- 
tions, and a great patriot, imbued with pro- 
found Jewish feelings—by his own evidence— 
comes forward to the rostrum and speaks in 
this fashion, with hysterical emotion: 


“T tell you that there will be no negotiations 
with Germany, there will be no negotiations 
with Germany. 

“I know that you have force, you have 
prisons, concentration camps, an army, police, 
detectives, cannon, machine guns. No matter. 
On this question all this force will be shattered 
like glass against a rock. For this just cause 
we will fight till the end; in cases like these 
physical force is useless, it is wind and emptiness. 

“There are things in life more precious than 
life itself; there are things more terrible than 


This is the address in full delivered by the Prime Minis- 
ter, David Ben-Gurion, in the Knesset, July 1, 1959, on 
the export of Israel-made arms to Germany. 
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death itself. And this is one of these things: 
for it we will give our lives, for it we will be 
prepared to die, we will abandon our families, 
we will say good-by to our children, and there 
will be no negotiations with Germany.” 


And you listen to these pathetic words, in won- 
der and emotion: here is a hero and a martyr 
who holds his ideals more precious than his life, 

But a year passes, and there are negotiations 
with Germany, and you meet the pathetic ora- 
tor, the self-sanctified martyr—he has not given 
his life, he has not abandoned his family or said 
good-by to his children—and the negotiations 
with Germany have taken place. And when 
seven years later he repeats the same song, not 
with loud cries but in a still small voice accom- 
panied by tears, you are no longer moved, but 
you are filled with contempt and disgust for 
this false and theatrical rhetoric, which does not 
contain an iota of inner truth. 

Do you think that I have imagined this pa- 
thetic speech against negotiations with Ger- 
many? Pick up Volume Ten of the Knesset 
Proceedings, open it at page 907, January 7, 
1952, and you will find the leader of Herut 
delivering the speech that I have quoted word 
for word. At that time many believed that we 
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were witnessing a tragedy, and indeed there was | 


only a step between ourselves and tragedy: fora 
mob had been gathered to attack the Knesset 
and throw stones into the sovereign Parliament of 
the Jewish people; and Jewish policemen who 
tried to bar the way to the people’s representa- 
tives were struck and trampled by the crowd; 
and only the summoning of the army saved the 


House from a terrible tragedy. But when you | 


read these words now—and know that nego- 
tiations did take place, and Mr. Menahem Begin, 
the martyr, did not give his life, did not abandon 
his family, did not say farewell to his children, 
and his prophecy that there would be no nego- 
tiations with Germany was proved untrue—and | 
when you now hear a pathetic speech of the same | 
type, seven years later, on the same subject, 
you are filled with something which out of 
regard for the honor of the Knesset I should | 
not like to call by its proper name. 

To my regret, however, I must say that it | 
not only Mr. Menahem Begin who for the sec- | 
ond time has staged this tragic-comic perform: | 


ance in our presence. When we debated the| 
address of Mr. Moshe Sharett, the Foreign Minis: | 
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ter, on the American Grant on November 5, 
1951, the representative of Mapam, whose views 
on social and international affairs are as far 
apart from those of the Herut leader as east 
is from west, though I cannot always say the 
same about his oratorical methods, said from 
this rostrum: 


“{ do not remember in this House a debate 
of more profound importance, more decisive 
for the future of our people, than this de- 
bate.... This has been a funeral oration for the 
independence of the State of Israel—that was 
the true content of the speech. The Government 
of Israel, which has been charged with the task 
of maintaining the independence of the State 
of Israel, had decided to transform it into a 
bondslave to foreign powers. This is treason 
to the entire future of our people.” [Pay atten- 
tion: treason to the entire future of our peo- 
ple, no more and no less, exactly the style of 
Mikunis and Dr. Sneh—and in fact Sneh was 
then Hazan’s colleague and leader]. “This may 
be one of the last debates in which we may yet 
be able to some extent to understand each 
other. If you decide in favor of the Govern- 
ment’s proposal, the jaws of hatred will open 
wide—we shall be devoured by internecine hat- 
red—and you will be to blame.” 


Of course, we were not terrified by these 
high-flown figures of speech: the decision was 
taken against the views of Mapam, and to this 
day Hazan and his friends enjoy to the full the 
fruits of this treason to the entire future of 
our people, and since his colleagues joined the 
Cabinet we no longer hear a syllable from them 
against the grant. That was on November 5, 
1951, and about two months later, on about 
January 7th, when the great martyr of Herut 
delivered his martyr’s oration, Hazan said: 


“On November Sth, there took place here the 
momentous debate on foreign policy. The sig- 
nificance of the Government’s proposal at that 
time, as well as of the decision adopted by the 
majority in the Knesset, was the abandonment 
of our political independence. Today, in the 
debate on negotiations with Germany on repara- 
tions, there is a sevenfold graver continuation. 
Today the Government proposes that we should 
abandon our spiritual independence, selling the 
soul after the sale of the body. [That is exactly 
what he said—‘selling the soul after the sale 
of the body.”] What is the Government pro- 
posing to us? The Government is proposing a 
very strange thing, a thing which even a 
political infant would not believe possible: to 
conduct negotiations with the German Gov- 
ernment without recognizing the German Gov- 
ernment. No such thing has ever been done 
by any country in the world, nor will it be 
accomplished by our policy.” 
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THs, which was impossible according to the 

mature conviction of an experienced states- 
man like Hazan, has become a reality. And the 
man who did not believe in its possibility has 
been shown to understand less than a political 
infant. “This is squaring the circle,” Hazan 
declared at that time It is not Hazan’s famous 
foresight, however, that interests me at the mo- 
ment but the profound seriousness of his state- 
ment: the acceptance of reparations means the 
abandonment of our spiritual independence, the 
selling of the soul after the sale of the body. 
And when his prophecy was proved false, and 
the reparations were received—without recog- 
nizing the German Government (to my great 
regret, belatedly), Hazan and his kibbutzim 
and his settlements did not deny themselves the 
full enjoyment and exploitation of the fruits 
of the “selling of the soul” and it turned out 
that this so-called exalted moral attitude was 
nothing but empty phrases—not serious, not 
binding. 

A second prophecy of Hazan’s was also proved 
false: reparations did not bring about increased 
hatred between brethren and internecine con- 
flict. They brought about the entry of Hazan 
into the Government, our cooperation in the 
Cabinet even after the acceptance of the “terri- 
ble” Eisenhower doctrine, and the Sinai Cam- 
paign—which Mapam described ‘as fraught with 
danger—till Hazan declared that this Govern- 
ment, whose main and central force is exactly 
the same as it was in 1952, is “the best Govern- 
ment.” By the way, I am not a great admirer 
of Mikunis’s party, and I have never received 
its votes or sat together with it in any common 
organization, but if Hazan rebukes it for being 
the only party in Israel “which during the first 
two years of the Second World War— against 
Nazism—was against the war with Germany 
and against our participation in this war’—I 
must recall that this was the attitude of Ha- 
shomer Hatzair which I met in the United 
States—when Hitler had concluded an alliance 
with Russia—and this has been one of the rare 
cases in which Moshe Sneh has spoken the truth 
to Hazan: “You stated that the Red Army is 
not a foreign army.” 

And the man who regarded the negotiations 
on reparations as the selling of the soul, and the 
acceptance of the American grant as the selling 
of the body—and yet enjoyed, and continues 
to enjoy, the benefits of both—had better lower 
his voice a little when he opposes the decision 
of “the best Government” that Israel has had, 
according to the testimonial that Hazan has been 
kind enough to give the Government of Israel 
in this debate. 








And the man who was the colleague of Sneh 
and Hazan in the United Workers’ Party, Mr. 
Yigal Alon, now tells us that “there are no 
differences of opinion between us in evaluating 
the guilt of the German people— the entire 
German people, including both its parts.” This 
time I agree with Yigal Alon, but I cannot forget 
that the party of Yigal and Sneh and Hazan 
(and there was a time when they were all in 
the same party) sent “a fervent greeting”— 
those were the words—‘‘a fervent greeting” to 
Eastern Germany and the other satellites of the 
Soviet Union known as “the peoples’ democra- 
cies” —and I repeat that only Western Germany 
has so far recognized the guilt and the responsi- 
bility of the German people for Hitler’s atroci- 
ties and crimes and decided to pay compensation 
to the victims of the Nazis, while Eastern Ger- 
many has murdered and also taken possession, 
and to this day refuses to restore a single penny 
of the loot and booty. 

And before I go on to discuss the problem 
itself, I have a demand to make of those who 
still have the fear of God in their hearts: do not 
defile the memory of the slaughtered millions 
in the campaign that you have started here, 
which everyone knows is nothing but an election 
campaign, and if I knew that anyone would 
listen to me I would ask you not to defile the 
name of God for the sake of self-glorification, 
as in the case of a photograph which I saw in 
a Hebrew paper of a youth conference in a 
certain house that calls itself a ‘fortress,’ ad- 
dressed by the hero and spokesman of the move- 
ment that calls itself by the name of Herut 
[“‘liberty”], and on the wall you see a gigantic 
banner in large characters reading: ‘God has 
chosen us for rule.” Is there really nothing sac- 
red in the world that you cannot avoid dragging 
into the electoral campaign? Is it permissible 
for the sake of cheap propaganda to defile this 
sacred and exalted Name, especially by a man 
who proclaims, with his usual truth, that he is 
a believer and the son of a believer? When and 
how did the leader of Herut receive this com- 
munication from the Almighty testifying that 
He had chosen him for rule? 


THis exploitation of the talent of speech is not 

one of the superior qualities of man—but a 
base violation of the image of God that is in man. 
And just as the name of God must not be taken 
in vain, so the name of our six million slaughter- 
ed brethren must not be taken in vain in a 
political debate. It is possible to be in favor of, 
or against, reparations from Germany; it is 
possible to be in favor of, or against, the pur- 
chase of arms from Germany or the sale of arms 
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to Germany, but no man shall speak here in the 
name of the six million martyrs. The most 
appalling and terrible disaster in our history 
must not be exploited as publicity for the po- 
litical shop of any party. 

Mr. Begin prophesied in his tear-laden speech 
that your leader would get up and say: “This 
is emotion, this is sentimentality, these are feel. 
ings, and perhaps one may respect them if they 
are sincere, but they cannot be taken into ac. 
count.” In this case, too, his prophecy was 
wrong. I tell you with all the conviction at 
my command: without Jewish emotions we 
would not have survived in the Diaspora, we 
would not have settled in this country, we would 
not have rebuilt the homeland, we would not 
have taken up arms in our own defense, we 
would not have fought and won. I will tell you 
something even more heretical; there are not 
only emotions—there are hidden, profound 
springs in the depths of the soul from which 
all our actions are nourished, and we make use 
of our minds and our intellects only so as to 
know how to realize the aspirations and yearn- 
ings that arise from the depths of the soul. 
One of these springs is the perennial tragedy of 
the Diaspora, the butcheries of the Crusades, 
the expulsion of the Jews from England and 
other countries in the Middle Ages, the pogroms 


of Chmielnicki, of Petlura, of Hitler. But all) 


these things have taught us, the builders of the 
homeland, not to weep, not to mourn, not to 
be content with proclaiming “Pour out thine 
anger,” but to build a homeland, to be an inde- 
pendent nation, to accumulate Jewish strength, 
to equip ourselves with arms, to defend ourselves 
with force, no longer to be the beggar at the 





gate, but to be a sovereign people, with equil| 


rights in the family of nations. 


And there is one thing that I have learned| 
from the appalling atrocities and butcheries ot) 


Hitler: to make every possible effort through 
the power of the State to prevent such a disastet 
falling upon the people in Israel, for it is a dange: 
that lies in store for this people—and_perhap 
not only for this people—even in our own days 
for although Hitler was defeated and burnt, 
yet his disciples and collaborators in the Midde 
East are still alive, and it is they that rule 
the Arab countries that surround us. : 

It is not in our power—nor is it in the powt! 
even of the master-orator who boasts in fron! 
of young lads that he was chosen by God © 
rule—to bring the six million back to life, but 
it is in our power to avert this disaster from the 


people in Israel, not by demagogic speeches, 





either in a loud or a still small voice, but bs 
constant effort and work to strengthen Israel! 
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security in the midst of the great changes that 
have taken place in our people and in the world. 

And our great statesmen, Menahem Begin and 
Yigal Alon, want to teach us that nothing has 
changed, and that what took place in the days 
of Kaiser Wilhelm, in the days of Adolf Hitler 
and in the days of Adenauer, are one and the 
same thing; and they have made the startling 
discovery that not all the Nazis have yet been 
hanged or have died—and in this they are right 
—but they do not know what they are talking 
about when they speak of the new world situ- 
ation in which we are living. 

Even Mr. Begin confesses today that there 
has been a transformation in our situation: we 
have become a sovereign nation in our own 
county, although he once tried to prove in the 
Knesset that by my leadership in the War of 
Liberation I had brought about the third Des- 
truction and a new Tish’a Be’av. We are no 
longer living in the ghetto; we no longer need 
individual partisans fighting in the forests—but 
the Israel Defense Forces have been established, 
trained and equipped, arousing respect in the 
world and striking fear into the hearts of our 
enemies. And if the six million martyrs are able, 
in their graves or in Heaven, to see what is 
happening in Israel, I have no doubt that they 
rejoice and exult, and find consolation in their 
deep mourning at the sight of the rise and main- 
tenance of the Israel Defense Forces, and at 
our arms industry, whose worth is recognized 
even by the Germans. 


But THis is not the only transformation that 

has taken place in our generation. The entire 
picture of the world has been altered. Britain 
of today, France of today, Germany of today— 
the whole of Europe today, are not what they 
were yesterday. 

Till the Second World War, Europe ruled 
the world; Germany was the mightiest power 
in Europe, and though it was defeated in the 
First World War it regained its strength in the 
‘thirties. During and after the Second World 
War, profound transformations took place in 
the world and changed the face of humanity. 
Anyone who does not understand this fact had 
better not interfere in the foreign policy of 
Israel. The Jews in the ghetto did not care what 
was the stature, importance or weight of this 
country or that in the world. But the sovereign 
people in Israel has equal rights in the family 
of nations, and for the first time in four thou- 


sand years of history—and perhaps more—it 
Must understand the array of political forces 


in the world, their importance, their place, their 
Weight, the relations between the various coun- 
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tries, for it is only on this basis that we can 
fortify our international position and maintain 
our security. 

We are living today in a new world. During 
the days of the First Temple our people came 
in contact only with the peoples of the Middle 
East—Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Syria, Canaan, 
Moab, Ammon—and in the days of the Second 
Temple only with Persia, Greece—Hellenistic 
Greece, not Classical—and Rome. Today we 
have contacts with the entire world in all parts 
of the globe, and this world, although it is not 
united, is one world, and it has become much 
smaller than it ever was before, for the dis- 
tances have been shortened and unvrecedented- 
ly swift methods of communication have been 
developed. A few weeks ago, Mr. Ed Murrow, 
the American, invited me to take part in a 
television program that he calls “A Small 
World.” He arranged a three-cornered con- 
versation between myself in Jerusalem, U Nu of 
Burma, sitting in Hong Kong, and Ed Murrow 
in New York. 

But it is not only from a technical point of 
view that the world has become a smaller place. 
It has shrunk and become more compact from 
a political point of view as well: there is the 
United Nations, there are alliances (the Warsaw 
Pact, the NATO Alliance), there are common- 
wealth blocs, British and French, there is the 
unity of Europe, and so forth. There is no 
people that dwells alone. 

Two mighty powers have taken their places 
at the head of the world in our days: America 
and the Soviet Union. For 160 years after its 
War of Independence, America pursued a 
policy of isolationism and remained faithful to 
Washington’s injunction not to become involved 
in alliances or to interfere with others. This 
tradition still lives in certain circles of the 
American people. When I spoke to General 
Gruenther, the former NATO commander, who 
came to visit me a year or more ago, he told 
me that isolationism is still strong in several 
regions and important sections of his country. 
Till the Second World War, America did not 
resort to any alliance or external bonds to pro- 
tect its security and peace; but now America 
takes the initiative in the NATO alliance, and 
she needs Europe, as Europe needs her. Britain 
was a world power of the first rank in the 19th 
century and until the end of the First World 
War. In our day she has become a second-class 
power—she has lost all her possessions in Asia 
and is gradually losing her colonies in Africa. 
In the days of Napoleon, France was the fore- 
most power in the world, and in the First World 
War stood at the head of the Allies who fought 
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Kaiser Wilhelm. She has declined from this great- 
ness; she has lost all her colonies in Asia, and her 
colonies in Africa are in the course of becoming 
independent states. At the beginning of the 
20th century Germany was the mightiest power 
in Europe; after Hitler’s downfall she declined 
to the level of one of the middle-sized states 
in Europe; she has shown remarkable power 
of revival, and her economic and political im- 
portance is rising, but the age of her hegemony 
has passed irrevocably, and she is only one of 
many members of NATO—in which, indeed, 
she occupies a prominent position. 

The small State of Israel does not belong to 
any alliance, to any bloc. I say this with regret, 
and my view on this matter is diametrically op- 
posed to that of Hazan and Galili. Adhesion 
to a bloc strengthens security, facilitates the 
supply of arms, and reduces defense expenditure. 
But we are isolated; we have to bear by our- 
selves a great and growing burden of defense— 
and more than any other nation we need friends. 

The political wizards of Herut have an easy 
expedient for winning friends: by distributing 
millions of chicks it is possible to win over the 
peoples of Asia and Africa. I do not believe 
in this childish idea. For the moment we have 
paved a pathway—a narrow pathway for the 
time being—to the peoples of Asia and Africa, 
and the friendship that a few countries in these 
two continents have shown us is of great value, 
but they cannot supply us with the main thing 
that we need for our defense—and that is arms 
for the Israel Defense Forces. 

Those who tell us that we should accept arms 
even from Satan, do not know what they are 
talking about and are using empty phrases; 
they do not have even an elementary under- 
standing of the problems of our defense. From 
Satan you cannot get arms, and the talk about 
arms from Satan testifies to ignorance in defense 
matters and irresponsibility in the discussion of 
a grave and momentous problem. In these days 
we can obtain arms from nations—and from 
the few nations that produce arms and are not 
hostile to us—if we win their friendship and 
confidence. I emphasize two things: friendship 
and confidence. And friendship and confidence 
depend on each other. 


HE FOUNDATION of our security is not only 

the Israel Defense Forces. Security means 
immigration, the merging of the exiles, the con- 
quest of the desert, the development of the 
economy, increased exports, higher productivity 
and efficiency, the expansion of primary, sec- 
ondary and higher education, the fostering of 
science, and the abolition of the deplorable sys- 
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tem that degrades all our political life and lower, 
the prestige of democracy—the fragmentation 
that results from the proportional representation 
system in Israel. But there is no security withoy 
the Israel Defense Forces. In the Israel Defeng 
Forces the decisive factor is the soldier, his spirit 
his courage, his loyalty, his tenacity, his training 
his initiative in battl—but that is not enough, 
He must be given the tools to do the job. 

And these tools cannot be got everywhere, 
not even in every place where they are manu. 
factured, not even for cash in full—there ; 
a need for friendly relations and mutual con. 
fidence. One of the generals who took part in 
the recent elections to the Histadrut, spoke 
here in mockery of the “Mapainiks” of Europe, 
namely, the members of the Socialist parties 
who do not send “fervent greetings” to “the 
peoples’ democracies.” I want to tell this general 
that one of these European Mapainiks, when he 
was Prime Minister of France, supplied Israel 
with the tools with whose aid we carried out 
the Sinai Campaign, have so far maintained the 
relative tranquility on the borders, have ensured 
free navigation in the Straits of Eilat, and for 
the time being have averted the terrible danger 
that lay in store for us from the Egyptian dic- 
tator and his allies. And it was well said by one 
of the greatest and most glorious generals of 
the Israel Defense Forces, who was in command 
during the Sinai battles, that the memory of the 
Holocaust brings to his ears the throb of the 
planes and the noise of the tanks in the neigh- 
boring countries that are meant for the des- 
truction of Israel. 

I cannot give you detailed figures of what we 
have and what our enemies have—I gave these 
figures to the Government—and like the entire 
Command of the Israel Defense Forces I am 
confident that if we are compelled to face a 
clash of arms the Israel Defense Forces will de- 





feat all the enemy’s armies. But I am concerned | 


not only with tomorrow and the day after, 
whether I continue to be Minister of Defense 
or not. Arms become obsolete and new arms 
are manufactured; the new arms are expensive 
and cost large sums of money; their maintenance 


becomes increasingly expensive, and the same | 


applies to the training for their use. And we | 


have no prospects in the immediate future of 
receiving arms for nothing, as Egypt does from 
the Soviet Union—nominally, indeed, for a third 


of the price, but the payments will begin only | 


in eight years’ time. 


And I must emphasize this with all the force | 


at my command: arms cannot be bought in 4 


shop, even when we have enough money. Pet- | 


haps Aluf Yigal Alon knows how to get arms 
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from Satan; I know that these weapons can be 
obtained (for full payment) only from friends 
—and not from all friends. Moreover, not every 
friend who is prepared to sell us arms today is 
in our pocket. Anyone who argues—as someone 
argued here—that we must not establish con- 
tacts with Germany because she belongs to a 
particular bloc, is in fact objecting to our ties 
with all the countries in that bloc. And as yet 
neither Yigal Alon nor even Hazan has objected 
to our ties with France, although the world is 
divided, and France is on a particular side. 
France and Germany are strengthening their 
ties We do not know whether the French love 
the Germans or the Germans love the French. 
Icannot assume that France has forgotten what 
Imperial and Nazi Germany did to her in the 
War of 1870, the First World War and the 
Second World War. But these two countries 
are coming closer and closer to each other. It 
isnot necessarily because they love one another 
—but because they need each other. That is 
the basis for international friendships. No two 
countries, even the friendliest, are identified 
with each other. Only an impractical dreamer 
or a dispatcher of chicks to the peoples of Asia 
and Africa can believe that France is identified 
with Israel, and France does not act in a vacuum. 
She does not stand alone as she did in the days 
of Napoleon. Even within the great NATO 
alliance she realizes the need for establishing 
closer bonds with neighboring countries like 
Germany and Italy, who are also members of 
NATO, so that they may be equal in power 
and influence to the Anglo-Saxon countries. 
The ties are growing stronger particularly with 
Western Germany, and the cooperation is be- 
coming closer, even in matters that are vital to 
our security and our survival. 


Wr att my heart I should like to win the 
friendship of the Soviet Union, Czechoslo- 
vakia, Hungary and India, at least to the same 
extent as our friendship with Poland. But that 
does not depend upon us, and I see no prospect 
of it in the near future. And the period of the 
near future—let us say, the next fifteen years— 
may determine our position and perhaps also 
our security and survival. Nor is there any im- 
mediate prospect of peace with our neighbors, 
although Mr. Begin proclaims here his fervent 
desire for peace with the Arabs. But even Ha- 
zan’s declarations on peace, which are undoubt- 
edly sincere, make no difference, and the declared 
policy of the Arab rulers is the annihilation of 
Israel. Over there they are not content with 
declarations and phrases, like some of our parties, 
t they are accumulating good arms in large 
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quantities; and their armies are being trained 
by hundreds of instructors from the Communist 
bloc, and hundreds of Egyptian and Iraqi officers 
are being sent for advanced study and training 
in the Soviet Union and “the peoples’ democ- 
racies.” And we shall be risking our lives—in 
the literal meaning of the word, and I do not 
wish or need to say more—unless everything 
possible is done on our part to encourage friend- 
ship and assistance from those countries that are 
able and willing to help us, by mutual agree- 
ment. We have no older, stronger, or more help- 
ful friend than the United States, but even in 
the United States there are some circles that are 
hostile to us. There are such circles in other 
countries having friendly relations with us as 
well, and I cannot tell the Knesset and the people 
that any particular friend is in our pocket. 
Friendship must be cultivated, every day afresh, 
and there is no certainty or stability in the 
friendship of an individual people if it is not 
surrounded by other friends. It was not I that 
put Western Germany where it is, but the Al- 
mighty, and this Germany is becoming a factor 
of great importance in its region, and this region 
includes France. Germany needs France no less 
than France needs Germany. I will not say 
which needs the other more—I do not know. But 
I know that there is growing cooperation be- 
tween them in economic, political and defense 
matters—namely, in matters that are liable to 
be decisive for our fate. And just as it is our 
duty to cultivate relations with France, it is 
always our duty to cultivate relations with Italy 
in so far as that lies in our power, and even 
more with Germany, for her capacity and im- 
portance are greater; and in questions of inter- 
national relations we ask ourselves the simple 
question: What is good for Israel? And if it is 
good, all my Jewish feelings and instincts, all 
my honor as a Jew and a man, tell me: Do what 
is good for Israel and what is needed for her 
security. And if the martyrs of the Holocaust 
could speak from the grave, they would say: Be 
strong and of good courage. 

Mr. Hazan argues that I have not convinced 
him. I am sorry about that, but this is not the 
first time that I have failed to convince Hazan. 
Fifteen years ago and twelve years ago I did 
not convince him of the need to establish a Jew- 
ish State—until it arose and he was convinced. 
I did not convince him ten years ago that he 
must carry the responsibility of the State to- 
gether with the Israel Labor Party—but in the 
meantime we established a Government that has 
done great things, in spite of his gloomy prophe- 
cy: “You will not be able to do it without us.” 
We brought in 800,000 Jews, built about 500 
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villages, and organized and equipped the Israel 
Defense Forces, without Hazan and Yigal Alon 
and their colleagues, and six years passed before 
they were convinced and joined us, although 
the basic principles of the previous government; 
were more radical than those of the present one. 
I did not convince him ten years ago when we 
accepted the first loan from the United States 
Government, and eight years ago when we 
accepted the American grant, which he regarded 
as “treason to the entire future of our people.” 
But he was convinced—perhaps by the treasurers 
of the Hashomer Hatza’ir settlements. 

I did not convince him eight years ago on the 
question of reparations; he argued at that time 
that the negotiations with Germany on this sub- 
ject were seven times worse than the Grant, 
namely, than treason to “the entire future of our 
people,” that this was “the selling of the soul 
after the sale of the body.” Yet, in the end he 
was convinced, and when he entered the Govern- 
ment some four years ago, he did not argue either 
against the grants or against reparations. The 
people of Israel does not have to suffer and en- 
danger its security and survival because Comrade 
Hazan is a few years behind in understanding 
our vital needs. I did not convince him either 
of the importance of the Sinai Campaign, but 
the Campaign was a blessing to Israel and in- 
creased our security, and in spite of his gloomy 
prophecy the number of our friends in Asia 
and Africa has grown since then. To our great 
satisfaction, the vast majority of the workers 
of Israel and the people of Israel are neither 
backward like Hazan nor Beginist like Yigal 
Alon, and the majority of the nation and the 
workers understand in good time what the needs 
of our people are. 


[ Do Nor say that there are no Nazis and anti- 

Semites in Adenauer’s Germany or in the 
Germany of the Social Democrats—if they 
should come to power tomorrow. I am not sutt 
that there are no Nazis and anti-Semites even 
in England—don’t they have Mosley? Nor am! 
sure that we have no enemies or Jew-haters in 
other countries, too—perhaps it is only in the 
Soviet Union, which in Mapam’s view stands 
at the head of peace-loving humanity, that there 
is no anti-Semitism and there are no Nazis. But 
when I say that Germany of today, the Germany 
of Adenauer and the Social Democrats, is no 
the Germany of Hitler—I am not referring 
only to the new regime, which is of great im- 


portance, but also to the geo-political trans} 


formation that has taken place in Western Ev- 
rope and in the world. The Germany of ov! 
day will never again be what she was befor 
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the Second World War; it is not she that occu- 
pies or will occupy the first place, but for some 
time to come it is the United States and the 
Soviet Union, and Germany needs the United 
States and Western Europe like the other West- 
ern European countries, if she is not—Heaven 
forbid!—to become a satellite of the USSR as 
the Soviet rulers wish—and that is their privi- 
lege. It is not all the same to Israel whether 
Germany is with our enemies or with us. Ger- 
many as a force hostile to Israel—and that is 
possible without Nazis, there are no Nazis in 
India—also endangers the friendship of the other 
countries of Western Europe, and might even 
have an undesirable influence on the United 
States and the other countries of America. She 
is a rising force—though she will never again 
be a world force as she was before the Second 
World War—and her attitude to us will have 
no small influence on the attitude of other 
countries that are allied with her. 


In my profound conviction, the injunction 
bequeathed to us by the martyrs of the Holo- 
caust is the rebuilding, the strengthening, the 
progress and the security of Israel. For that 
purpose we need friends—and I have already 
explained what international friendship means— 
in the world, especially friends who are able and 
willing to equip the Israel Defense Forces in 
order to ensure our survival. 


It is simple-mindedness, if not worse, to say 
to us: undoubtedly we should willingly accept 
arms from Germany, for we would accept them 
even from Satan. But if we regard Germany— 
or any other country—as Satan, we shall not 
receive arms. 


There are many of us who have not liberated 
themselves from the concepts of the dwellers 
in the ghetto, who looked on the world through 
the eyes of impractical dreamers. Sovereign 
Israel must understand the international situ- 
ation and the changes that take place in it, and 
act for the strengthening of her position and 
her security in the conditions as they exist and 
take new forms from time to time. 

Herut’s great strategist reproaches me because 
of the submarines that we received from Britain 
and not from Germany. I cannot give all the 
details of this episode here, but anyone who 
knows anything about maritime affairs in the 
Middle East is aware that these submarines of 
the Second World War period are not equal to 
the new Soviet submarines that Egypt has re- 
ceived from the USSR, and in this respect Egypt 
i$ superior to us not only in quantity—they 
have nine modern submarines—but also in 
quality. 
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I do not wish, and I have no right, to discuss 
here the special equipment that is needed by 
the Israel Defense Forces, and on which, in my 
opinion, our security and survival depend in 
the next few years, but I know the nature of 
this equipment and the places where we have 
substantial prospects of obtaining it. And the 
campaign conducted by the Herut movement 
after the publication in the German newspaper 
Der Spiegel, which to my profound regret was 
joined in by the members of Achdut Ha’avoda, 
and to some extent also by those of Mapam, is 
a dangerous sabotage not only of our inter- 
national standing, but also of our security and 
our survival. 


Awan as we are of the heavy responsibility— 

and that is only an understatement—which 
rests upon us, on the Government of Israel, we 
have submitted this resolution to the Knesset, 
and I would not continue for one moment to 
bear the crushing burden that rests upon the 
Minister of Defense if either the Government 
or the Knesset opposed my efforts to secure the 
equipment of the Israel Defense Forces now 
and in the near future—as, to my profound 
regret, and in violation of the decision unani- 
mously adopted by the Government on De- 
cember 14, 1958, the Achdut Ha’avoda and 
Mapam parties are now trying to do. ; 

I must add a few words about these decisions 
—and with this I shall end. I must mention 
three decisions of the Government, the first 
of March 17, 1958, more than a year ago: “It 
is resolved that matters connected with the sale 
of arms by the Ministry of Defense will be 
discussed in the Cabinet Committee on Foreign 
and Security Affairs.” 

[The Prime Minister then read the extracts 
from the minutes of the Cabinet meetings of 
December 14, 1958, January 18, 1959, and 
March 29, 1959, and the correspondence be- 
tween himself and Messrs. Bar-Yehuda and 
Carmel. (The minutes and correspondence were 
published on June 29th by the Government 
Secretariat.) He then read the further corres- 
pondence between himself and Messrs. Bar- 
Yehuda and Carmel, published July 1, 1959, 
by the Government Press Office. Mr. Ben-Gurion 
concluded as follows. ] 

After the discussion that took place here 
seven years ago, and after most of the parties, 
except for Herut and the Communists, accepted 
the decision in practice and made use of it— 
both those who were in the Government and 
those who were not in the Government, those 
who left the Government and those who entered 
the Government—it was clear to me, at least, 
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that this question had been settled. And when 
they told me that it was permissible to buy 
arms from Germany, I was certain that the 
man who said so understood that it is impossible 
to regard Germany as Satan, for Satan would 
not sell us arms, but that whoever said this meant 
it seriously. 

I am completely convinced that in this world, 
in which we face great dangers that lie in wait 
for us from our immediate neighborhood, and 
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in view of the injunction bequeathed to us 
the martyrs of the Holocaust to establish Israel 
and to preserve it—it is our duty to adopt all 
possible measures in the conditions of our day 
in order to safeguard our peace and security 
in the future. 

That is the meaning of the proposal that the 
Government has submitted to the Knesset—to 
oppose any cancellation of the export of arms 
to Germany. 


A Letter from Israel 


by Benjamin Eliav 


T= vistr of General Ne Win, the Burmese 

Prime Minister, to Israel has now come to 
an end. He had been received most cordially, 
Mr. Ben-Gurion himself welcoming him at the 
airport on his arrival and seeing him off when 
he left. When he passed through Jerusalem 
and Tel Aviv thousands of people lined the 
streets, enthusiastically waving the flags of 
Burma and Israel. The military admitted him 
to their innermost circles—to armor and train- 
ing bases, and I believe, also, to the intricacies 
of our military industry. He was showered with 
an abundance of souvenirs and presents, though 
it may well be that the best present in his eyes 
was his visit to Ayelet Hashachar in Upper 
Galilee, where he saw some of his own people, 
officers of his army, living in our kibbutzim 
for a year of study, together with their families, 
and feeling quite at home there. 

Nevertheless, it seems to me that on this 
occasion popular feeling at his visit might have 
been less than when his predecessor, U Nu, visit- 
ed the country in 1955. Then, if I am not 
mistaken (I cannot speak more definitely since 
I was absent from the country at the time, and 
news of the event only reached me through the 
Israeli press), the entire people were as if in- 
toxicated, and U Nu’s journey through the 
streets of Israel was like a victory parade among 
the masses beside themselves with joy. The dif- 
ference between then and now stems, happily, 
not from any worsening of relations between 
Israel and Burma, but on the contrary from 
the improvement that has since taken place in 
Israel’s political position. Then we were almost 
completely isolated in the international arena, 
particularly the Afro-Asian world, and U 
Nu’s visit was like a draught of life-giving 


Benjamin Eliav, well-known journalist and radio news- 
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water to someone perishing of thirst in the 
desert. There was a veritable feeling of in- 
toxication, like that occasioned by a military 
victory relieving a beleaguered people or breach- 
ing a wall hemming them in. It was not so on 
this occasion. The feeling of isolation had passed, 
and the Arab blockade was no longer so op- 
pressive. Hundreds of Afro-Asians, among them 
personalities of distinction (ministers, party 
leaders, intellectuals, experts, social workers, and 
others), have in the meantime visited Israel, 
and the attitude of neither continent towards 
our people is in any way cool or hostile. And 
what is most surprising about all this is that 
the countries which are showing sympathy for 
Israel are not on that account being obliged 
to moderate their friendly relations with Egypt 
and the other Arab countries. They have dis- 
closed the secret that Arab blackmail (“If you 
fraternize with Israel you will immediately put 
an end to our friendship”) has no substance but 
is merely a dogmatic formula that the Arabs 
voice like the prayer of some semi-apostate; 
it is not a policy that determines their actions. 


[7 Is against this background that the detention 

of the Danish ship, the Inge Toft, in Port 
Said, which has been engaging the attention 
of the U.N. Secretary General almost for the 
past month, stands out. There are several aspects 
to this matter that have not received extensive 
publicity, and it is just these that merit going 
into in greater detail. 

From the time of the Suez crisis and until 
March, 1959, the Egyptians never impeded 
the passage of non-Israeli ships carrying Israel 
export cargoes. Over forty such ships passed 
through the Canal without hindrance or par- 
ticular note. A kind of modus vivendi existed 


that might have continued indefinitely—though | 


the principle of full free passage for Israeli ships 
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also through the Canal would not thereby have 
been settled. But the Egyptians suddenly de- 
cided to break this modus vivendi, and at the 
beginning of March they stopped a Liberian 
ship and a German one carrying Israeli exports 
to Far Eastern countries and confiscated the 
cargoes on board. And the question thus arises: 
what caused this turnabout of the Egyptians? 

It is difficult, of course, to know this with 
certainty, but experts on Arab affairs think 
that the reason for the change—like many other 
phenomena in the Arab world today—is to be 
sought in the steadily deteriorating relations be- 
tween Egypt and Iraq. In January, 1959, a 
meeting of the Economic Council of the Arab 
League was held in Cairo. It was the last all- 
Arab gathering with the participation of Iraq. 
(Since then Baghdad has carefully boycotted 
every all-Arab gathering, whether within the 
framework of the League or outside it.) Iraq’s 
representative at the gathering was Dr. Ibrahim 
Kubba, the Minister for Economic Affairs. The 
atmosphere between Cairo and Baghdad was al- 
ready electric, and during the Council discussions 
Dr. Kubba lost no opportunity of needling the 
Egyptian Government. When, for example, the 
proposal to establish an all-Arab development 
bank was under discussion, he sharply attacked 
the Egyptian plan for the structure of the bank, 
both because it would give Egypt full control of 
the bank and because it would leave the door 
open for foreign capital, that is to say, for the 
“admission of imperialist influence.” Among 
Kubba’s other barbs aimed at Egypt was also the 
“classic” one—alleged yielding to Israel. Kubba 
condemned Cairo’s acquiescence in Israel’s navi- 
gation in the Gulf of Akaba and the passage of 
Israeli cargoes through the Suez Canal. The 
Egyptians had no answer to this charge, since on 
an Arab platform it is forbidden as much as to 
mention logical reasons, such as international law 
or similar considerations, when the subject is 
Israel. 

It would appear that Cairo was afraid that 
Iraq would continue to use this “weapon” in 
the struggle against her, and the more the quar- 
rel between her and Baghdad became embittered 
the more she saw herself obliged to break the 
quiet modus vivendi that had been created in 
the Canal. As regards the Gulf of Akaba, she 
had a countercharge. The Gulf “belongs” to 
Saudia and Jordan no less than to Egypt, and as 
long as they “tolerate” Israel shipping, Egypt 
is not obliged to jump in first. This is particu- 
larly so since the U.N. Emergency Force, which 
protects freedom of navigation in the Gulf, is 
quartered on Egyptian territory, and any Egyp- 
tian interference with Israeli shipping to and 
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from Eilat would be bound to result in a wide- 
spread international quarrel (and besides, as 
clearly hinted by Israel, the latter is prepared 
to go to war for freedom of navigation in the 
Gulf). But, in the case of the Canal, Cairo had 
no argument in reply to the barbs of Baghdad. 

It should not be forgotten that the tension 
between Egypt and Baghdad reached its peak 
in March. It was then that the abortive pro- 
Nasserite rebellion in Mosul took place, and it 
seems to have been not merely by coincidence 
that approximately at that time the Egyptian 
authorities began to detain ships carrying Israeli 
exports and to impound their cargoes. 


THis is an excellent illustration of Ben-Gurion’s 

statement (to the United Press correspondent) 
that inter-Arab quarrels bring Israel more harm 
than benefit, since they spur the Arabs to com- 
pete with one another in enmity to Israel. This 
has a psychological aspect that is difficult to grasp 
from a distance. As stated above, considerations 
of logic or law have no weight in a closed Arab 
forum when the issue concerns Israel. There 
there is only one categorical imperative: Israel 
must be wiped out! Verbally, of course. From 
this aspect Cairo is in some difficulty. Vis-a-vis 
other nations of the world, which recognize 
Israel’s right to existence, she is obliged to ex- 
plain her attitude and actions with some show 
of logical and legal language, and the difficulty 
is how to fit irrational motives for the complete 
destruction of Israel into legal formulas based 
on the recognition of her existence. With the 
passage of time the matter is becoming more and 
more difficult, since the readiness of other nations 
to regard absolute Arab enmity to Israel as a 
“natural phenomenon” not to be gainsaid is 
steadily diminishing, even among the Afro- 
Asian peoples. 

This process of increasing impatience with 
Arab hostility to Israel stems from two sources: 
first, the relative quiet that obtains on Israel’s 
borders, which proves that there is here no focus 
of a “hot” quarrel in which it is difficult to 
determine which of the two sides is the more 
responsible; and secondly, relations, particular- 
ly trade relations, which are steadily becoming 
closer and closer between Israel and the coun- 
tries of Asia and Africa, thus making these coun- 
tries directly interested in the orderly regulation 
of Israel’s foreign trade. And so it happened 
that in the matter of the Inge Toft and the ear- 
lier confiscations, Cairo was obliged to try and 
justify herself to Japan, Ceylon, the Philippines 
—an entirely new departure for her, since she 
had hitherto believed that only the West was 
“interested in Israel.” 
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The arguments advanced in this justification 
doubtless made no rational impression on their 
hearers. Egypt apparently makes three principal 
claims: first, that a state of war exists between 
her and Israel (refuted by a resolution of the 
Security Council in September, 1951) ; secondly, 
Israel is liable to exploit the sending of cargoes 
through the Canal for purposes of sabotage, 
which would result in the closing of the Canal 
and cause untold damage to international traffic 
(this absurdity does not even need to be contra- 
dicted, particularly since the issue is the sending 
of cargoes on non-Israeli ships) ; and thirdly— 
pointing to the madness of that “absolute en- 
mity,” generally reserved for Arab consumption 
only—everything Israel has belongs “really” to 
the Arab refugees and it is for them that Egypt 
is confiscating the Israel cargoes. (If it were at 
all necessary to counter this claim, it might be 
asked, for example: Why do not the Egyptians 
conscate French cargoes for the Algerian 
rebels?) 

As stated, it is difficult to force irrational 
motives, arising reflexively as a result of quar- 
rels among the Arabs themselves, into a legal, 
rational exposition intended to satisfy the in- 
telligence of the international public. 


[7 1s still (at this writing) too early to foresee 
how the Inge Toft incident will end. Mr. 
Hammarskjold is to visit Cairo again at the end 
of June, and it seems that his main object will 
be to move this particular cart out of the mire. 
But it is doubtful whether he will succeed un- 
less his persuasive efforts are accompanied by 
concrete pressures exerted by factors on which 
Cairo is dependent in vital matters—such as 
World Bank circles, which are negotiating at 
present with Cairo on the grant of a loan for 
the widening of the Canal, necessary to enable 
Cairo to increase its revenue from it. But for 
a long time to come, the decisive factor here, 
as in the complex of relations between Israel and 
the Arabs, will be the attitude of the countries 
of Africa and Asia. The more these countries 
become convinced that there is nothing in the 
Arab claim that Israel is a “Western wedge” 
artificially inserted in the heart of the Afro- 
Asian world (‘“Western” more in the cultural- 
racial sense than in regard to political orienta- 
tion), the more Arab enmity to Israel will 
become isolated and be seen as selfish and aggres- 
sively national; and so it will be deprived of 
that international oxygen, so to speak, in which 
it flourished during its early years—up to and 
including the Bandung Conference. 
Considerable progress is already to be noted 
in this direction: indications were seen at the 
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pan-African conferences in Accra, the capital 
of Ghana, when the Egyptian delegation was 
defeated again and again in its efforts to secure 
approval for an anti-Israel stand, even a “mod. 
erate” one on the Bandung model. This process 
is continuing at full strength. Arab hostility 
to Israel is already surrounded by an atmosphere 
of wonder and lack of understanding on the part 
of many, and perhaps most, Afro-Asian coun- 
tries, and here and there this wonder is beginning 
to take on a form of active opposition—as the 
case of the Philippine Government’s energetic 
attitude to Cairo in the matter of the cargo of 
Israel potash intended for the fertilization of 
Philippine fields that did not reach its destina- 
tion due to its confiscation in the Suez Canal. 

A decisive function is performed in this pro- 
cess by an imponderable factor: the absence of 
racial sensitivity in Israeli society. A Negro 
leader from the United States said to the present 
writer some months ago (the conversation took 
place at the Dan Hotel in Tel Aviv): nowhere 
in the world except in Black Africa had he felt 
so complete an absence of racial tension around 
him, on walking through the streets or sitting 
in the company of acquaintances and friends, 
as in Israel. The same thing has been observed 
by people from Nigeria, Liberia, Kenya, Abys- 
sinia, and elsewhere, who have visited and are 
visiting Israel, staying in the country for ex- 
tended periods, on diplomatic missions or for 
study. For “white” people it is difficult fully 
to appreciate the importance of this “sensitivity” 
factor in shaping international relations. But 
Israel is especially lucky in that its society is 
composed of Jews with skins of all shades, and 
the prevailing aim, for historical and practical 
national reasons, is for the merging of “races” 
as quickly as possible and the maximum ob- 
literation of the divisions between them. This 
aim is like refreshing dew to every colored man 
who visits the country. 

In the great struggle between the West and 
the Soviet bloc for the future of Africa, a 
struggle which will become sharper from year 
to year, this imponderable is likely to be of 
prime importance. General de Gaulle has un- 
derstood this, and so in dealing with the Algerian 
problem, he first of all did one thing: he force- 
fully abolished every distinction between the 
civil status of “natives” and that of Europeans, 
and the action has already begun to bear po- 
litical fruit. But the continued existence of 
discriminatory acts still makes the position of 
the West difficult. New incidents occur every 
week. In Durban, South Africa, police shot 
into a crowd of Negro demonstrators, killing 
or wounding them; in Kenya, in a Mau-Mau de- 
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tention camp, eleven prisoners died as a result 
of flogging; in Notting Hill, London, white 
hooligans assaulted immigrants from the West 
Indies; in Paris, an Algerian lawyer who had 
dared in a French court to defend Algerians 
charged with terrorism was murdered by un- 
known persons (the white lawyers who did the 
same were not killed!) ; and in the United States, 
with all the energetic efforts of the central au- 
thorities to eradicate discrimination, there are 
still sections of the public that in one form or 
another, cover up acts of this kind. 

For the white people of the world these are 
only marginal phenomena; but for colored peo- 
ple they are of prime importance, shaping not 


only their spiritual approach but also their social 
and political attitude. And here Israel stands out 


almost like a beacon—a unified historic-national 


society, with skins of many shades, whose fun- 
damental aim is to merge and obliterate all di- 
visions between the people. It may well be that 
the importance of this imponderable in our 


relations with the colored world will in the final 


analysis be found greater than that of all our 
practical, political, and commercial contacts 


with those countries. Indeed, the consciousness 


of its importance is steadily taking root in all 
circles of Israeli society as an axiom undisputed 
by any trend or party. 


The Political Crisis in Israel 


A Statement by the American Labor Zionist Organization — Poale Zion 


TT! POLITICAL groups which have caused 
the fall of the cabinet in the State of 
Israel are now making every effort to con- 
fuse the Jews in America as to the reasons 
for the governmental crisis in Israel. We 
therefore deem it our duty to place before 
the American public the true facts about 
the present political situation in the State 
of Israel. 

The excuse offered by the two left- 
ist parties, Ahdut Avodah and Mapam, 
for bringing down the cabinet of Israel at 
precisely this moment, a few brief months 
before the election of a new Knesset is 
scheduled to take place, is the agreement 
signed by the Ben-Gurion government, with 
the full knowledge of the representatives 
of these parties in the cabinet, to sell some 
light arms to West Germany. This agree- 
ment received the approval of the Knesset 
(Israeli Parliament) after the issues in- 
volved were thoroughly debated. It is clear 
to everyone that it was not the purchase 
price of some three and one half million 
dollars that induced the Ben-Gurion gov- 
ernment to enter into the agreement. Other 
considerations, involving the very exist- 
ence of the State of Israel, were at stake— 
and no one knows this better than the 
parties that have raised the storm. Their 
designs are clearly visible. They are ex- 
ploiting the bitter memories of the Hitler 
period as a means to gain votes, knowing 
full well that their political and social pro- 
grams stand no better chance of being ac- 
cepted by the voters of Israel in the forth- 


coming Knesset elections than in the 
elections of the past. 

The Jews will until the end of all time 
remember the crimes committed against 
them by the German people. Nothing the 
Germans will ever do will bring to life 
our six million brothers and sisters done to 
death by the Nazi hordes, nor will it re- 
establish the thousands of Jewish communi- 
ties destroyed by them, or compensate us 
for the Jewish material and spiritual pro- 
perty they looted, or rebuild the cultural 
institutions they wrecked. Not only do we 
share the bitter sentiments felt by all self- 
respecting Jews when they think of Ger- 
many, but we should consider it a great sin 
were such sentiments not to make them- 
selves felt in Jewish life. It is precisely for 
this reason that we must do everything 
we possibly can to prevent a repetition of 
the most tragic chapter in our history— 
and a strong State of Israel is our surest 
guaranty against such a repetition. To 
evoke the memory of our perished people 
in order to further partisan ambitions is to 
desecrate their martyrdom. 

Can anyone entertain any doubt as to 
the real objectives motivating the parties 
which have brought about the political 
crisis in Israel? What forces are behind the 
groups that dare play their electioneering 
slogans upon the heart-strings of a wounded 
Jewish people? We find them first of all 
in the two leftist labor parties—Ahdut Avo- 
dah and Mapam. Both for years have been 
part of the coalition government; both 
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knew about the negotiations with West 
Germany; and both kept silent for months, 
waiting until the election campaign for a 
new Knesset was on to raise their voices 
in self-righteous protest. 

As early as 1958, Ahdut Avodah tried to 
enhance its political standing by an un- 
worthy maneuver in a matter which also 
related to West Germany. Ever since that 
party entered the Ben-Gurion cabinet, it 
arrogated to itself all the privileges that go 
with participation in the government while 
claiming the right to oppose the same gov- 
ernment every time they saw fit. Upon 
their return to the administration in 1958, 
the ministers of Ahdut Avodah pledged 
themselves to observe the discipline of the 
coalition government or resign, should the 
cabinet ever adopt decisions which they 
could not conscientiously abide by. In 
flagrant violation of this pledge, they have 
now broken the discipline of the govern- 
ment they helped form and _ nevertheless 
refuse to resign. 

Ahdut Avodah also opposed acceptance 
of restitution from the West German gov- 
ernment several years ago. Despite this op- 
position, however, its institutions never 
rejected the material assistance offered by 
the Claims Conference. This double deal- 
ing has characterized the actions of Ahdut 
Avodah since its inception. It has tried on 
many an occasion to outdo the Revisionist 
Herut in respect to militant catchwords, 
and more than once found itself in one 
camp with Herut. It was the delegation 
of Herut in the Knesset that nominated 
a leader of Ahdut Avodah for speaker. 
Now the two parties again form one front 
—united in the effort to discredit Mapai. 

The hypocrisy of the cry Mapam has 
raised against dealing with West Germany 
is strikingly illustrated by the fact that it is 
precisely this party that had sent, on several 
occasions, delegates to conferences held in 
East Germany; and it is precisely this party 
that still clings to the political orientation 
which counts the Communist dictatorship 
of East Germany among the “forces of 
tomorrow.” Mapam, too, benefited by the 
reparations that came from West Germany, 
while East Germany, for which this party 
has a greater affinity, has never recognized 
its debt to the Jewish people and has not 
offered even symbolic compensation to the 
Jewish victims of Nazism. 

That Herut is in the anti-Mapai camp 
goes without saying. This party, with a 
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program that includes definite fascist ten- 
dencies, has never missed an opportunity 
to embark on a demogogic campaign against 
the labor movement. It knows of no other 
road to power—and power is all that it 
seeks. Herut will make common cause with 
its most bitter foes among the leftist groups 
if that will help undermine Mapai prestige 
and the Histadrut. Nothing bespeaks the 
ethical decline of Ahdut Avodah and Ma- 
pam more eloquently than their readiness 
to join hands with Herut in the struggle 
against Mapai. 

The Communist Party of Israel, too, is 
part of the anti-Mapai front. This pro- 
Nasser party of Hitler-Stalin infamy re- 
mains true to itself. It is against anything 
that strengthens the State of Israel, and 
for everything that whets the anti-Israel 
aspirations of the Arab dictators. The very 
fact that the Communists are so bitterly 
opposed to the arms agreement with West 
Germany attests the value of the agreement 
in terms of Israel’s defense requirements. 

We are happy to state that the General 
Zionists in the Knesset, both of the pro- 
gressive and conservative wings, mindful of 
what is at stake, have refused to become 
a party to the hypocritical outcry against 
the agreement. As responsible Jewish lead- 
ers, they voted in the Knesset to approve 
the arrangement with West Germany des- 
pite the opposition the rightist section of 
the General Zionists has been waging against 
Mapai for years. We regret that the re- 
ligious parties have not demonstrated equal 
moral strength in the present situation. 

By no means do we want to create the 
impression that political expediency is the 
sole motivation for the opposition to the 
agreement. We realize that in all the 
parties there are large numbers of members 
who lost their near ones and dear ones in 
the Nazi holocaust and hence cannot emo- 
tionally tolerate any kind of dealing with 
Germany; Mapai, as the largest party in 
Israel, surely has more of such members 
than the other organizations. However, 
no matter how justified this emotional atti- 
tude may be, it cannot determine the col- 
lective action of the Jewish people where 
national interests and the survival of the 
State of Israel are concerned. In view of 
these interests, we must realize that Ger- 
many is today in the very center of the 
struggle for global domination. It is the 
arena where democracy and totalitarianism 
face each other in a fight whose outcome 
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will shape the destiny of mankind for 
generations to come. Whatever our senti- 
ments, we cannot avoid contact with 
Germany; surely the State of Israel, as a 
factor in international relations, cannot 
avoid dealing with that country. We shall 
never forgive German crimes, but we must 
also remember that West Germany has, 
since the end of the War, manifested under- 
standing of the Jewish position and dis- 
played friendship for the State of Israel. 
Given the prevailing moral and social cli- 
mate in the world, West Germany could 
easily, emulating the example of East Ger- 
many, repudiate its obligations to the Jew- 
ish people and even join, as has East Ger- 
many, the anti-Israel Arab bloc. If we find 
instead West Germany acting with greater 
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compassion, we prefer to see in this fact 
an expression of a moral awakening. We 
shall gain nothing from discouraging the 
deepening of this awakening. 

The dire warnings and threats previously 
uttered to the effect that nothing but catas- 
trophe would follow the acceptance of 
German restitution failed to materialize. 
Inside and outside the State of Israel, Jews 
overwhelmingly approved the reparations 
arrangement which has proved beneficial 
in the efforts to reconstruct Jewish life. The 
latest votes in the Knesset show that most 
Jews of Israel understand how vital it is to 
go through with the present agreement with 
West Germany. We are confident that this 
will also be the verdict of the great majority 
of American Jewry. 


The Histadrut Elections 


by Aliza Levenberg 


pacts party in Israel that participated in the 
May Histadrut elections, has been so intent 
on proving that it has won the first round 
of 1959 that some basic facts of vital interest 
to the country as a whole seem to have been 
overlooked. The losses suffered by some parties 
and the corresponding gains made by others 
have not been able to obscure the confirmation 
of the existing political pattern in its major 
outlines. Mapai, it is true, has lost 2.3% of the 
57.74% it attained in 1955; Ahdut Haavoda— 
more left than Mapai—has increased its strength 
by 2.49% and now has 17.034% instead of 
14.61%; Mapam—still further to the left— 
cashing in on Communist losses, has gained 
1.38% and today commands 13.921%; Oved 
Hatzioni (Progressives’ Workers’ Fraction) 
added 0.52% to its former representation and 
came out with 5.774% while the General Zion- 
ists’ Workers’ Fraction went down by 0.33% 
which leaves it with 3.480%. The small Com- 
munist Party lost 1.19% of its 4.09% and is now 
down to 2.797%. Another change is that the 
Oved Hadati (Religious Workers) —tradition- 
ally voting with Mapai—attained 1.570% in 
these elections as against 1.96% in 1955. 
While the lesson that the slight reduction 
of the Mapai vote contains may not be lost 
on its leadership and must be examined in the 
light of further developments, it seems safe 
to assume that no major redistribution of po- 
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litical affiliations has occurred or is likely to 
occur in the near future. The 140,000 new 
members of the Histadrut, i.e., the new immi- 
grants and the young people who became eligible 
for membership, have in the main reaffirmed 
the existing balance of power in the workers’ 
movement. In order to do full justice to this 
fact we had better compare membership figures: 
in 1920, i.e, in the year when the Histadrut 
was founded, there were 4,333 members, 
amounting to 7% of the total Jewish population 
which was then 65,000. In 1955, the year when 
the previous Histadrut elections took place, 
membership was well above the half a million 
mark, with 950,000 being cared for by the or- 
ganization’s Sick Fund that allows dependents 
to be included for a small additional fee. In 
1959 there were 650,000 Histadrut members 
entitled to vote. 

The rapid growth of the Histadrut, not only 
in actual numbers but also in proportion to 
the total population, of necessity has a bearing 
upon the election results. Non-labor party 
elements and groups have joined the organization 
so as to benefit from its mutual aid organizations 
and their votes generally benefit the non-labor 
fractions of parties though there may have been 
Herut or Religious bloc sympathizers supporting 
labor parties. 

The entry into the Histadrut of persons who 
do not consciously identify themselves with the 
workers’ movement may, to some extent, ex- 
plain the slightly smaller participation in the 
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elections. 84.7% of all members with the right 
to vote went to the polls in 1955, while slightly 
less than 80% cast their ballots this year. In 
other democratic countries this figure would 
seem high, but political interest has always been 
particularly intense in Israel in view of the 
fact that political and social consciousness are 
alert in a developing country—particularly in 
an immigrant society striving to create a new 
and progressive pattern of life. 

The slightly smaller participation in the elec- 
tion has been widely discussed in Israel, es- 
pecially since the first results made the rate of 
participation seem lower than it actually was. 
Mapai takes a particular interest in this aspect 
of the elections since it is generally assumed that 
indifference to voting is most widespread among 
sympathizers of the majority party. The ques- 
tion is how far protest against certain unpopu- 
lar measures, taken by Mapai prior to the elec- 
tions and badly timed from the purely political 
point of view, account for this tendency and 
how far it is a serious warning. 


AAN ana vysis of the 140,000 new voters who 
cast their ballots in 1959 generally indicates 
that the new immigrants who are concentrated 
in development areas and cooperative settle- 
ments, have not tipped the scales to one side or 
another and generally support Mapai. Any 
fluctuations that have occurred are chiefly ex- 
plained by changing attitudes among the old- 
timers on whom the continued pressure of an 
immigration country is beginning to tell. Some of 
those who have crossed over to the Progressives’ 
Workers’ Fraction to the right of Mapai may 
have been professionals and higher civil servants 
who have their grievances in an economy that is 
preoccupied with providing the minimum for 
all and sometimes demands too much from 
those at the top of the wage scale. On the 
whole, these disgruntled individuals do not seem 
to have strayed far, and it is more than doubtful 
whether they will repeat their demonstration 
in the Knesset elections. 
apai is aware of the need for watching 
these fringe voters carefully since it cannot 
afford to see them alienated for good. They may 
return to the fold when foreign policy and 
national issues are at stake, but it is not safe 
to rely on this assumption. The reasons why 
certain places had returns less than expected have 
to be examined just as closely as the circum- 
stances that led to increased Mapai support in 
towns such as Acre and many of the develop- 
ment cities. 
The Communist setback is a clear indication 
of Arab adjustment and may also be due to 
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the admission of Arab workers into the His. 
tadrut as full members, since this party has in 
the past chiefly attracted disgruntled Arab citi 
zens. This marks the last phase of a continued 
development towards full integration of the 
Arab workers in the Histadrut. The crisis 
through which Arab Communist adherents and 
fellow-travelers are going in the wake of the 
Nasser-Kassem interlude, seems to have made 3 
deep impression and Arab loyalties to Com. 
munism are on the wane. In Israel this party 
has little to do with Marx’s and Lenin’s economic 
creed, nor with Soviet-Russian reality. It used 
to be, and still is, a camp that protests against 
the very existence of the State of Israel and 
forms a rallying-point for dissatisfied Jewish 
Israelis to whom both the Communists and 
Herut try to cater. 


The main question is whether the parties 
which have added slightly to their numerical 
strength have reason to be sanguine and to ex- 
pect further victories in the Knesset and the 
municipal elections in the fall. Certain facts 
make caution advisable. For example, Ahdut 
Haavoda increased its representation in the 
Histadrut elections in a town that is a Herut 
stronghold. It may, therefore, be assumed that, 
in the absence of a Herut Histadrut list, Herut 
followers supported Ahdut Haavoda as they did 
in 1955 when the extreme right-wing group, 
Herut, and the labor minority party took an 
almost identical position on foreign policy. 


There are political observers who maintain 
that the old unholy alliance between the extreme 
right-wing party and the ex-Palmach labor 
group of Ahdut Haavoda is not yet at an end. 
If this is true, this might be reflected in the 
Knesset elections, i.e., Ahdut Haavoda might 
lose some of its strength to Herut. 


If a frank summing up is undertaken, no 
party has reason to be jubilant at the results. 
Even if one or another has come out better than 
in 1955, it is not wise to take things for granted 
in Israel. The anti-labor elements may rejoice 
prematurely since even Haboker, the General 
Zionist organ, admits that Herut would need 
another 16 seats added to its present 15 to enter 
the arena as a serious competitor in the bid for 
government. It took its reinforcement in 1955 
from the General Zionists who lost what Herut 
won, but it is unlikely that Herut may count 
on a landslide in which it doubles its present 
representation in the Knesset—that is 15 seats 
against Mapai’s 40. 

One aspect of the Histadrut elections is im- 
portant: the success of women workers. It is 
by now an established fact that Mapai does 
better in the elections for the Working Women’s 
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Convention than in the general Histadrut elec- 
tions and there is reason to suppose that it owes 
part of its strength there to the unflinching 
support of women. 

Mapai scored 60.5% (as against 55.425% in 
the general Histadrut elections) for the Work- 
ing Women’s Convention, Ahdut Haavoda 
15.59 (formerly 17.034%), Mapam 14.2% 
(formerly 13.921%), the Progressives’ Workers 
Fraction 5.5% (5.774%), the Communists 
25% (2.79) %, and the Oved Hadati 1.8% 
(1.96%) 

The exceptionally strong position which Ma- 
pai holds among women workers and the wives 
of Histadrut members who have full voting 
and membership rights, is due to the essential 
pat that the Working Women’s Council and 
its Working Mothers’ Association play in the 
socio-educational activities of the Histadrut. 
Women members are engaged in projects of 
large scope and run a network of institutions 
for the care of children, vocational training 
courses, agricultural schools, and home eco- 
nomics courses. The women who participate 
in the success of these institutions or benefit by 
them recognize the leading role Mapai is playing 
in enabling women volunteers to grapple with 
the problems and in providing leadership and 
manpower. 


One oF the greatest dangers to the Histadrut 

is inherent in its very size. The intimate 
character of the organization in the earlier days 
cannot be preserved since this would impede the 
proper discharge of essential tasks. But, on the 
other hand, the Histadrut has done well wher- 
ever it has transformed its workers’ councils 
and clubs into centers of the community and has 
succeeded in preserving personal links. A great 
deal depends on the quality of public relations, 
a weak point in Israeli public life since people 
are only now awakening to the need of good 
publicity and the promoting of satisfactory 
relations on an organized scale. 

The Histadrut has gone through stupendous 
changes since it called its electorate to the polls 
in 1955. Mr. Pinhas Lavon, the Secretary 
General, has systematically and persistently re- 
molded the organization and readjusted its ma- 
chinery. Economic reforms, transfers of au- 
thority to the State, a firm although unpopular 
though necessary wage-policy present a chal- 
lenge to the workers of the country. Political 
maturity was required in order to endorse the 





policy of these four years as well as a readiness 
' to continue the traditional identification of 

the Israel worker with the State and with the 
| Labor Movement. Mapai has been confirmed 
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again as the party with a clear majority in the 
Histadrut and this very fact testifies to the pre- 
paredness of the majority of the workers to 
support its long-term policy. 

The chief goal of the minority parties in the 
Histadrut, namely, the reduction of Mapai to 
a small party, has not been achieved and the 
ammunition used for the purpose has misfired. 
The chiseling off of some of the power of the 
ruling party seems normal in view of its pro- 
longed insistence on a policy that demands the 
maximum from the citizen and makes no con- 
cessions to what may be considered necessary 
pre-election tactics. In a way this principle was 
carried to the extreme when unpopular mea- 
sures came hard and fast immediately before 
May 17th, but while this may be bad electioneer- 
ing, it is doubtless sound national policy. 

Campaigning, it is interesting to note, has 
not abated for a single day. The Histadrut 
parties and workers’ fractions were not allowed 
a lull in preparation for the Knesset and mu- 
nicipal election campaigns. On the contrary, 
Herut organized mammoth meetings where no 
pains were spared to rouse the public to a sense 
of political drama. But the right-wing parties 
have not only concentrated all their energy on 
staging mass rallies with the paraphernalia that 
seem to them to promise popular acclaim; they 
have also been working to undermine labor 
solidarity and to drive a wedge between the 
labor minority parties and Mapai. They realize 
fully that any merger or even further collabora- 
tion would spell additional difficulties for them 
and are using the inflammable temperaments 
of the labor minority parties in their attempt 
to split the camp. Mapai, on the other hand, 
continues working at a policy to bring about 
further collaboration. It is hoped that once 
tempers cool off and the Histadrut elections 
are viewed more quietly by all concerned, fur- 
ther steps towards labor unity will be taken. 


O FAR intercommunity tension has been suc- 

cessfully reduced to the minimum possible 
though incitement of latent feelings of dis- 
crimination was splashed on the front pages 
of some party organs prior to the Histadrut 
elections. Educational inequalities that are the 
heritage of the Diaspora affect the occupational 
structure of the population. They account 
for a preponderance of Oriental Jews in the 
lower-income brackets, a fact of which po- 
litical capital may be made as long as the steady 
progress achieved in the process of leveling dif- 
ferences is not yet visible to all. Small lists, 
organized on the basis of country of origin, 
have made their appearance in some places but 
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every effort is made to counteract this develop- 
ment, for it is a menace, not to the Government, 
but to a democratic system. 


One new phenomenon in the political arena 
of the country is the emergence of a new group 
that has not yet clearly announced whether or 
not it intends to present a list for the Knesset 
elections. It is composed of former leaders 
from other parties, whom resentment has 
brought together. Mr. Elieser Livney, a former 
Mapai leader known for his unpopularity and 
ambition coupled with journalistic talents, is 
one of the leaders and the lawyer, Mr. Tamir, 
who comes from Herut and is harboring a 
grievance because of his deportation as a member 
of the Revisionist fighters’ group, Etzel, is an- 
other. The meetings held by this group are 
apparently considered a serious threat by Herut 
which has organized systematic disturbances, 
though this party denies direct responsibility. 
Mapai inevitably has less to fear from a group 
without a clear objective whose only slogan is 
to set up a new regime. The crystallization of 
the Livney-Tamir group is due to negative fac- 
tors and the question must be asked whether 
such an alliance based on dislikes and resent- 
ments is strong enough to bear the strain that 
common action or even formulation of a plat- 
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form constitutes. 

The Histadrut elections are already beginning 
to be relegated to the background of the po. 
litical arena and the Knesset and municipy| 
elections in November are on the agenda, 
Mapai’s endeavors must be directed towards 
working out a healthy and responsible policy 
and convincing Israelis of its expediency and 
ultimate wisdom. It enters the competition a 
a disadvantage since it opposes promises by deeds 
and must step warily if it is to prevent giving 
cause for attacks. This is the usual fate of 4 
ruling party but in Israel it is aggravated by 
the length of time during which Mapai has de- 
termined policy and implemented it. 


All parties will try hard to win additional 
representation in the Knesset and Israelis are 
faced with a period of much propaganda and 
incitement. As long as the campaign restricts 
itself to domestic and national issues and steers 
clear of making capital of differences based on 
countries of origin and the exploitation of 
grievances in order to undermine, not the ruling 
party, but the democratic regime, there is noth- 
ing to worry about. It looks as if Israel will be 
able to pass this new test of the workability 
of its system and bring another proof of the 
viability of democracy in the Middle East. 
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q IN LABOR ZIONISM 








Why I Am a 


Labor Zionist 


by Ira Eisenstein 


—E ZIONIST movement repre- 
sents the great divide, separat- 
ing the age of supernaturalism 
from the age of naturalism, par- 
ticularly in relation to nationalism. 
The Jewish People, before Zionism, 
dreamed, prayed, hoped for, sought 
to be worthy of the messianic 
age. In the divine economy, 
God, who had chosen Israel, would 
redeem her from exile in His own 
time; and when that time came, 
He would also initiate the era of 
perfection for the entire world. 
To be sure, there were attempts 
throughout the past to achieve 
release from exile through human 
effort. However, if properly un- 
derstood, the false messiahs were 
not actually Zionists in any mod- 
ern sense of the term. They were 
deluded into believing that they 
were themselves messiahs; and 
that they functioned through the 
divine power which would not 
have been available to them had 
they been mere ordinary mortals. 
In the minds of the Jews, they 
failed not because of any socio- 
economic or political reasons, but 
only because they were indeed mot 
messiahs, and were in fact only 


forcing the hand of God. 

In this respect, the Neturai 
Karta are perfectly logical and con- 
sistent. They recognize that Zion- 
ism of the 20th century is a heresy, 
a denial of supernaturalism, of 
the concept of a personal messiah, 
a repudiation of the entire meta- 





Dr. Eisenstein, the rabbi of Congre- 
gation Anshe Emet in Chicago, is a leader 
in the Reconstructionist Movement. This 
brief essay is part of a symposium to 
appear in this column under the general 
head of Why I Am a Labor Zionist. The 
first essay, by Rabbi Jacob J. Weinstein, 
also of Chicago, appeared in the July 
issue of the Jewish Frontier. Subsequent 
issues will carry essays by other prominent 
tabbis, and educators, writers, and com- 
munal workers. 


physical system which achieved its 
fullest expression in the Judaism 
of the past two thousand years. As 
a matter of fact, modern Zionism 
could not have come into being 
if the spirit of iconoclasm had not 
prevailed. The movement drew its 
strength from revolt against tra- 
dition. 


UT WITHIN the Zionist move- 
ment, various approaches to the 
restoration of Zion were to be 
found. Some, motivated purely 
by nationalism, retained a con- 
tinuity with the past only insofar 
as they were concerned with the 
welfare of a group of people 
known as Jews. The messianic 
goal and the traditional means of 
achieving it were rejected. Others, 
motivated by “religion,” sought 
to establish in the Land of Israel, 
a place where Jews might live out 
their lives, peacefully observing 
the mitzvot. For them, a modern 
Israel is not to be regarded as a 
sign of the messiah’s advent; at 
best, it is a “beginning of the re- 
demption.” Religious Zionists still 
recite their prayers in Jerusalem as 
though they were living in galut. 
The only group within the 
movement which transposed mes- 
sianism from supernatural to na- 
tural means was the Labor Zionist 
group. It was rooted in a deep love 
for the Jewish people, for its lan- 
guage and culture, despite its re- 
fusal to accept the metaphysical 
structure of tradition. Combining 
Jewish peoplehood with socialism 
produced a vision of a redeemed so- 
ciety, free from the evils which 
had always led to poverty, in- 
equality and oppression. 
Unfortunately, Labor Zionism, 
in its classical form, substituted 
one naive conception for another, 
a naturalistic messiah for a super- 
naturalistic one. Life is stronger 
than ideas, even though ideas pos- 
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sess greater power than is general- 
ly supposed; and the program for 
the total reconstruction of society, 
which seemed so clearly defined 
a generation ago, now demands 
constant revision, and calls for 
greater faith and patience. 

Nevertheless, the central moti- 
vating and propelling force be- 
hind the Labor Zionist movement 
remains, to my mind, more closely 
identified than any other with all 
that is noble and creative in the 
Judaism of the past. Given the 
“Copernican revolution” which 
removes the Jewish People from 
the core of creation, given the 
necessary replacement of super- 
naturalism by naturalism, Labor 
Zionism preserves and animates 
more of the truly religious spirit 
than any other interpretation of 
Zionism. It calls upon the Jewish 
People to live for more than mere 
existence, to believe in the per- 
fectability of man and society, 
and to strive for that relationship 
between man and man which 
might evoke the praise of the 
prophet. Call it secularism, or 
religion in disguise, it bridges the 
great divide. 
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THE KIBBUTZ 


CHILDREN OF THE Kissutz by 
Melford E. Spiro, Harvard Uni- 
versity Press, Cambridge, Mass., 
1958. 


Reviewed by EMANUEL MIREL 


THE KIBBUTZ, one of the unique 

products of the Zionist move- 
ment and of Israel, became “pub- 
lic property” with the establish- 
ment of the State. During the 
past ten years, it has been subjected 
to a scientific scrutiny previously 
reserved only for such exotic lo- 
cales as the Trobriand Islands. The 
results of these anthropological 
and sociological investigations have 
slowly been coming to public at- 
tention at a time when much 
serious consideration is being given 
in Jewish and Zionist circles to 
the changing nature of the sabra 
and the kibbutz. 

Why this special interest on the 
part of the behavioral sciences in 
the kibbutz? The collective settle- 
ment in Israel is a novel social 
form created by scions of Western 
civilization as the consummation 
of a revolutionary Utopian ide- 
ology. In contrast to other ex- 
periments branded “Utopian,” the 
kibbutzim thrive and are perpetu- 
ating themselves. From a scien- 
tific standpoint, such communities 
are interesting not only for their 
own sake, but, perhaps more so, 
because of their similarity to the 
primitive communities that have 
been studied so intensively until 
recent years. In the kibbutz, a 
literate community, are singular 
opportunities to test the notions 
and hypotheses current in psy- 
chiatric and sociological thinking 
regarding individual and group 
development and function. 

That the present interest in the 
kibbutz may have another, deeper, 
significance certainly must be re- 


In view of the interest aroused by Dr. 
Spiro’s study of the children of a kibbutz, 
Wwe are using a review by a psychiatrist. 
Dr. Mirel is connected with the Massa- 
chusetts Mental Health Center. At one 
time a member of the Habonim, he has 
lived in Israel, principally at Kvutzat 
Urim. 
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lated to the fact that the kibbutz 
is a Jewish invention, as it exists 
at this time. This contention jg 
suggested by the observations of 
a participant in a recent psychiatric 
symposium on education in the 
kibbutz, that the meeting had , 
distinct Socialist-Zionist flavor, 
despite the auspices under which 
it was held, and that many of 
the discussants were ex-kibbutz- 
niks who had returned to this 
country. In addition, two other 
suggestive observations are that 
the active investigators of the kib- 
butz are almost all Jews; and a 
surprising number of former mem- 
bers of chalutzic youth move- 
ments, who chose not to go to 
Israel or to remain there, have sub- 
sequently become involved in the 
behavioral and social sciences. One 
might speculate that the intense 
professional curiosity of Jewish 
behavioral scientists in the kibbutz 
and in other aspects of Israeli life, 
involving almost uniformly the 
need for field observations in Israel, 
is a way of “working through” 
the guilt they had experienced 
in not realizing the chalutzic ide- 
ology they had espoused in their 
younger days. 


HATEVER the deeper motiva- 
tions of these investigations 
may be, their great value is that 
they add a new and heretofore 
unavailable dimension to the eluci- 
dation of the issues raised by the 
kibbutz. The discussions of those 
issues in Zionist and kibbutz circles 
are notorious for their subjectivity 
in terms of ideological prejudice 
and personal sentiment. Thus, the 
scientific study of elements of life 
in Israel can assist in the resolution 
of the turmoil in the Zionist move- 
ment over the same elements. 
The “new” Jewish State has en- 
gendered the “New Jew,” who 1s 
quite different from his parents 
and who announces that he is not 
a Jew at all. In effect, the Zion- 
ist movement has created a “mon- 
ster,” whose characteristics are of- 
ten quite bewildering to his cre- 
ators. Aside from the broader 
question of the ways in which 
society influences the personalities 
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of its members, there arise par- 
ticular “Zionist” questions con- 
cerning the institutions of the 
kibbutz and their underlying the- 
ory, as determinants of the sabra 
character. 

In the second book of his pro- 
jected trilogy on kibbutz culture, 
Melford E. Spiro examines the 
complex of people, institutions and 
attitudes involved in the develop- 
ment and education of the proto- 
type of the “New Jew.” Children 
of the Kibbutz is a study in depth 
of the system of collective edu- 
cation, its vicissitudes and its re- 
sults, based on interviews, behav- 
ioral observations, and psychologi- 
cal tests conducted in a small 
“middle-aged” kibbutz, probably 
affiliated with Hashomer Hatzair. 
Since the purpose of any educa- 
tional system, no matter how for- 
mal it may appear to be, is to 
prepare the children of a society 
to take their places in it as adults, 
this study investigates, in essence, 
the relationship between person- 
ality development and the theses 
of collectivism. 


NE OF the core problems with 

which Dr. Spiro deals has 
disturbed kibbutzniks who have 
come from America: does with- 
drawal of a child from early days 
of infancy from the traditional 
family group constitute sufficient 
deprivation, if at all, to produce 
serious distortion of emotional de- 
velopment? In other words, do 
these children become juvenile de- 
linquents and psychopaths if they 
do not grow up in the homes of 
their parents? The implications of 
this question extend beyond the 
fate of the children themselves 
and involve the bases of Socialist 
and kibbutz ideology. Whether 
total collective education is essen- 
tial to the framework of the kib- 
butz was a heated issue between 
the Americans and other members 
of the kibbutz in which I lived in 
1953. Perhaps uncommitted a pri- 
ori to maximal collectivization, the 
Americans were worried lest eco- 
nomic necessity, principally lack 
of housing, would force them to 
give their children (only a few 
of whom had yet arrived) over to 
the care of surrogates. In this 
Connection, Spiro’s observations 


lead him to conclude, “‘. . . though 
his interpersonal relationships are 
somewhat disturbed, and his self- 
perception contains painful ele- 
ments, the Sabra is not an ‘insti- 
tutional child.” He is—once the 
barriers of introversion and hos- 
tility are penetrated—a warm, 
sensitive, and, in some instances, 
gracious human being.” 

Unique as they may be in other 
respects, the sabras of the kibbutz 
studied by Spiro have been affected 
uniquely by their environment 
and upbringing. They are very 
much the successful products of 
kibbutz education, in that they 
are what their ideological parents 
intended them to be in terms of 
values: they reject the galut in 
almost all of its aspects and are 
tied intimately to the ideas of the 
soil, of labor and of the commune. 
Nevertheless, this achievement is 
accompanied by a specific psycho- 
logical set, which is perhaps the 
feature of the sabra which most 
disturbs outsiders. 


T WOULD appear, then, that kib- 
butz culture, like other cultures, 

is a specialist in inculcating in its 
children an orientation of person- 
ality which is sensitive to the needs 
and values of collectivism, but 
which is not more “normal” than 
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that of other societies. Specifically, 
collective education produces an 
individual who is constantly striv- 
ing to anticipate and fulfill the 
seldom explicit expectations of the 
“significant others” in his envi- 
ronment (nurses, peers, etc.) and 
whose major sources of gratifica- 
tion come through the approval of 
those others. With the elimination 
of the parents as punishing and 
directing figures and with the sub- 
stitution of “moral,” as opposed 
to physical, correction before his 
peers, his aggressions are controlled 
by the shame resulting from his 
being different from his fellows. 
(In the classical Freudian scheme 
of psychosexual development, a 
“guilt-oriented” superego results 
from the resolution of the Oedipus 
complex in the context of the 
child’s being reared in the usual 
type of family structure. The 
interesting question of the uni- 
versality of the Oedipal conflict 
may be answered to some extent, 
one hopes, in Spiro’s projected 
third volume, which will deal with 
psychology of the sabra.) 
Because of the “‘shame-oriented” 
superego postulated by Spiro, the 
sabra is preoccupied with the need 
to avoid deviation from societal 
norms, especially those of his peers, 
and to avoid blame or responsi- 
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bility for deviating. His attitudes 
and behavior are shaped and mod- 
ulated by the opinions and trends 
of the groups to which he belongs; 
his private desires are often over- 
ruled by his sense of duty to his 
community. His strivings toward 
emotional intimacy with individ- 
uals are never fully successful be- 
cause of the conflict with his group 
orientation. In a sense, the process 
of the sabra’s development is the 
paradigm for the growth of Ries- 
man’s “other-directedness.” 


Whether the data and conclu- 
sions presented by Dr. Spiro apply 
to children of other kibbutzim of 
the same federation, to those of 
all kibbutzim, or sabras raised in 
cities, can be verified only by fur- 
ther studies in different locations. 
Nonetheless, this work is a provoc- 
ative and significant contribution 
to the understanding of one of 
the most intimate aspects of Israel 
and Socialist-Zionist ideology. Its 
objectivity alone should recom- 
mend it to any serious student of 
Israel and the “New Jew,” as well 
as to the social scientist interested 
in the effects of culture on person- 
ality development. 





KARL WOLFSKEHL’S 
LETTERS 


ZEHN JAHRE Exit. Karl Wolf- 
skehl’s Briefe aus Neuseeland. 
Hgg. von Margot Ruben. 
Deutsche Akademie fuer 
Sprache und Dichtung, Darm- 
stadt. 


Reviewed by 
BERTHA BaDT-STRAUSS 


“*"N7 ou KNow how it all happened. 

You will be my witness.” 
This is what Karl Wolfskehl, the 
blind poet, told his faithful secre- 
tary, Margot Ruben, some time 
before his death in 1948, when he 
handed her the manuscript of the 
letters which he had dictated to 
her during the last years of his 
life. Everybody will be grateful 
to her for her careful and consci- 
entious editing of these last letters. 
For it is not only a collection of 
letters which is before us, but, as 
Whitman said about his own book, 
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“a man in all his vitality, a living 
and breathing soul.” 

It is easily understandable that 
Karl Wolfskehl felt most at eas 
when writing to those of his 
friends who came from the same 
section of Germany he himself 
came from: Dr. Guggenheim, for 
example, the man from Worms 
and editor of the Offenbacher 
Haggadah, whom Wolfskehl never 
saw in his life but with whom 
he had a mutual interest in Jewish 
antiquities and a common back. 
ground in Southern Germany, 

The man in Auckland suffered 
from great loneliness. If Ovid had 
wanted another name for Tomi, 
the place near the Black Sea where 
the Roman poet had spent his days 
in exile, he might have used 
“Auckland”: so Wolfskehl sug- 
gests in one of his letters. But 
whatever was Jewish in all the 
world was close to his heart. In 
his letter to his friend, Isaiah Sonne 
in Cincinnati, Wolfskehl was en- 
thusiastic about the paraphrases in 
Yiddish of the Biblical books of 
Joshua, Samuel, and Judges that 
were composed by German Jews 
of the 14th century; he suggests 
that these ‘“‘post-Biblical epics” 
ought to be edited and translated 
in a scholarly manner. This plan, 
like many others of Wolfskehl, 
was destined to remain unfulfilled. 


But all the days of his life he 


loved to read Yiddish with its | 


colorfulness and vivacity. So he 
also enjoyed reading the poems of 
Abraham Heschel which were 
written in Yiddish. 

In reading these letters, one is 
apt to wonder why Wolfskehl did 
not end his loneliness and go to 
Israel where many friends would 
have welcomed him. The editor of 
his letters mentions financial prob- 
lems. It seems to this writer that 


Wolfskehl had for a long time seen | 


himself as a reincarnation of Job 
and that he saw in Job’s fate his 
own special mission: to write his 
Job or the Four Mirrors and por- 
tray in it the fate of Israel. It seems 
that this was Wolfskehl’s own 
share in building Israel—a spiritu- 
al chaluziuth. 





It is interesting to note that Hiob; 
oder, Die Vier Spiegel, mentioned above, 
was published in Hamburg in 1950. 
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Marcel Janco: Israeli Painter 
by Mendel Kohansky 


HE GALLERIES of the new Tel- sculptors converted from a desert- 


Aviv Museum were almost emp- 
ty at five in the afternoon, the 
steps of the few visitors echoing 
against the walls. The ticket-seller 
and a guard lolled in their chairs, 
exchanging reminiscences about 
life in Galician villages. Two 
young women, their pointed heels 
clicking on the stone floor, walked 
briskly from painting to painting, 
sopping only long enough to 
identify each item in the catalogue. 
A trio, consisting of two Fran- 
ciscan monks and a nondescript 
girl, examined each painting close- 
ly, exchanging remarks in whis- 
pered French. 

Marcel Janco came in a little 
late and apologized. He looked 
about the walls with a proprietary 
glance, and there was a wistful ex- 
pression in his eyes. 

“How does it feel to see the 
product of a lifetime’s work spread 
like this before you?”, I asked. 


“It’s not a very good feeling, to 
tell you the truth,” he said in a 
confidential whisper. “It feels as 
if life were ending, while I am still 
full of youth and energy.” 

Tall and handsome, with erect 
posture, thick, greying hair, spark- 
ling eyes, Janco defies his sixty- 
four years. Friendly and boyishly 
informal, he wears lightly on his 
shoulders the mantle of the great 
old man of Israeli art. He came 
to live in Israel only nineteen years 
ago, with his international fame 
preceding him, and it didn’t take 
him long to achieve a commanding 
position in the fledgling art-world 
of the country. The retrospective 
exhibition for which paintings 
have been collected from the world 
Over, constitutes the recognition 
of his stature as creative artist, 
teacher, founder and head of Ein 


Hod. 


[t was there that I had last seen 
him, several months ago, in the 
Picturesque retreat of painters and 





Mendel Kohansky contributes a month- 
ly column about the cultural life of 
Israel today. 


ed Arab village. He was walking 
briskly along the winding moun- 
tain paths, among bougainvillea- 
covered cottages of quaint archi- 
tecture, holding impromptu con- 
ferences with his constituents, 
greeting visitors and inspecting 
new installations. 

Now the artist stood among his 
life’s work and didn’t seem so 
self-assured. “A retrospective ex- 
hibition,” he added, “‘is also an ex- 
hibition of a painter’s mistakes. 
There are many works here I’d 
rather I didn’t paint, and I am 
not very happy when I look at 
them.” 

At the entrance hung the first 
works of Janco, dated 1912, ab- 
stractions in sculptured plaster on 
sack cloth, and, at the very end, 
on the third level of the gallery, 
again abstractions with recogniz- 
able shapes of still-life objects and 
landscapes. Between those extremes 
the hundreds of works, arranged 
chronologically, represented vari- 
ous periods of almost half a cen- 
tury of painting. 

“You seem to have come a full 
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circle,” I remarked, “from ab- 
straction to abstraction; and it 
took you some fifty years to 
achieve it.” 

“I’ve always been an abstraction- 
ist,” Janco replied, “and I’ve al- 
ways been a realist. Sometimes the 
pendulum swings closer to realism, 
at other times closer to abstraction. 
But there is always an object be- 
hind the abstraction; I don’t be- 
lieve in color and form for the 
sake of color and form. Art must 
stick close to life, otherwise it be- 
comes sterile.” 


E HAD started the conversation 

in Hebrew but suddenly found 
ourselves speaking English, Janco 
helping himself with French 
phrases every time English failed 
him. Wandering through the gal- 
lery we came to a section of the 
exhibition with a series of genre 
paintings representing Arab cafes, 
village and street scenes, done in 
a purely realistic manner. I had a 
close look at them during a pre- 
vious visit to the exhibition, and 
found them surprisingly weaker 
than the rest. I was about to ven- 
ture a remark to that effect, when 
Janco saved me the trouble. 

ie don’t particularly like these 
paintings,” he said grimacing. “I 
did them immediately after my 
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arrival in Israel. I was so over- 
whelmed by the scenery around 
me, by the exotic sights, sounds 
and odors, that the pendulum 
swung all the way to representa- 
tion. Besides, I felt that I ought 
to be understood better, and the 
public here wasn’t as yet ready for 
an abstract style.” 

He reflected a while and con- 
tinued: “I have been a missionary 
all my life. First, I went to Paris 
and helped found the Dada move- 
ment there—to sweep away the 
dead academicism and let some 
fresh air into art. When that be- 
came accepted in the West, I re- 
turned to Rumania, and fought 
there for the acceptance of the 
new art forms. Then, years later, 
I came here and again started from 
the beginning.” 

His mention of Dada conjured 
up in my memory an exhibition 
held a few years back in a New 
York gallery, when a band of 
young artistic barbarians let loose 
in Zurich and France threw in 
the face of the public such works 
of art as the Mona Lisa with a 
moustache and goatee, framed 
toilet-seats and fur-lined teacups, 
to show their contempt for “of- 
ficial” art. 

Janco smiled. “‘No, I didn’t ex- 
hibit my water-closet in public. 
There were actually two schools 
of Dada: one which attempted to 
reduce art to ‘pure idiocy,’ as the 
famous manifesto proclaimed, and 
the one which attempted to create 
a new idiom of art based on the 
premise that our Western culture 
had failed and we must begin from 
zero.” He lead me to a large paint- 
ing dated Zurich, 1918, its surface 
broken into tiny squares and tri- 
angles, an irregular chessboard in 
violent motion, musicians and 
dancers in a frenzy which was 
almost audible. From there we 
went over to a painting done 
recently in Israel. It consisted of 
a number of criss-crossed parabo- 
las, like trajectories of water 
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spouting out of a fountain. “y 
tried to express here the feeling of 
an air-raid alarm,” he explained, 
He expressed it very well. It was 
really a painting of sound, if such 
a thing is possible: the rising and 
sinking wail of sirens was made 
visible in its lines; the sudden dis. 
quiet in the air vibrated in the 
excitement of shifting color. 


REMARKED on the motion in all 

his paintings, on the sharp. 
angled, thorny forms moving 
across the surfaces in ever-chang- 
ing formation. “I guess it’s my 
Jewish nervousness,” Janco mused, 
““Have you ever seen a serene Jew- 
ish artist?” We started to speak 
of the painfully writhing land- 
scapes of Soutine, the cruel shapes 
of Lipchitz, and I couldn’t fit 
Janco into the same category. Des- 
pite his “Jewish nervousness,” his 
paintings are constructed with 
almost mathematical precision, 
which may be a result of his train- 
ing as an architect, but also re- 
flects a man at peace with him- 
self. This wholeness of the artist 
also accounts for the unity of his 
style through all the evolutions it 
underwent over the decades, the 
constantly-recurring forms and 
colors regardless of subject and the 
country where they were painted. 
And in this, I think, also lies their 
weakness—the artist’s failure to 
respond to the changing times and 
landscapes, except thematically. 


The gallery was filling up with 
individuals and groups. A band 
of youngsters shepherded by 4 
mournful-looking teacher trooped 
in. The boys and girls fidgeted 
and giggled while the teacher read 
in a monotonous voice the intro- 
duction to the catalogue, tripping 
over the more difficult words. It 
was getting difficult to carry on 4 f 
conversation as well-wishers kept [ 
coming up to congratulate the 
artist. Janco became the center 
of a constantly growing cluster 
of people, including one of the [ 
Franciscan monks, a husky young 


man with a bald head and lux- 





uriant beard. 





It appeared that Janco the mis- § 


sionary and others like him have 
gone a long way to accomplish 
their mission in Israel. 
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“ZADA” GAWDY 
by Sternie Owen 


ITH MY manuscript in one hand 

and a “coke” in the other, I 
approached the den cautiously, 
timing my entrance to the TV 
commercial. “Honey, will you lis- 
ten to something?” 

My husband glanced up for a 
second, spied the manuscript, and 
roared, “Not now! Can’t you see 
I’m busy?” 

I held out the “coke”. 

“Well, all right, if it won’t 
take more than ten minutes. Turn 
off the television.” He didn’t say 
another word until I finished read- 
ing. Then he blurted out, “The 
trouble with you is .. . you write 
like you talk . . . in circles.” 

“For your information, Mr. 
Brooks Atkinson, this is only the 
first draft.” 

“Then read it to me when 
it’s done. Say, I’ve got an idea. 
If you want a really interesting 
story, write one about my great- 
grandfather.” 

“I never knew him,” I replied 
coldly. “Did you?” 

“No, he died in 1904, before I 
was born. Lived to be a hundred 
and five, a giant of a man over 
six feet tall, with fiery red hair and 
along flowing beard. My father 
used to say there wasn’t a man 
in Duluth, or the state of Minne- 
sota for that matter, who—.” 

“What was his name?” 

“‘Zada’ Gawdy. Anyway, 
that’s what everyone called him. 
‘Zada’_ means grandfather, and 
Gawdy—well, that was his name, 
I suppose. Say, did I ever tell 
you about the time ‘Zada’ Gawdy’s 
daughter lay dying, and one of 
her neighbors came running for 
him?” 

“How could you? I didn’t know 
the man existed until now.” 

_ “Will you please stop interrupt- 
ing! As I was saying, this neighbor 
woman came to call ‘Zada’ Gawdy 
to his dying daughter’s bedside. 
Hearing the news, ‘Zada,’ who was 
halfway through his customary 
eight-course dinner, stopped just 


long enough to invite the lady to 
join him at the table. She stared 
at him in amazement, crying out 
they’d better leave at once while 
there was time. ‘But what can I 
do for the poor soul now?’ pro- 
tested ‘Zada.’ ‘She is in God’s 
hands. There will be time enough 
when I finish my meal,’ and he 
calmly went on eating.” 


“No wonder he lived to be a 
hundred and five,” I remarked 
acidly. ‘““What else was so special 
about ‘Zada’ Gawdy?” 


“If you can spare a moment, 
my little penwoman, I’ll elaborate. 
Early one winter afternoon my 
father and his father’s father, ‘Za- 
da’ Gawdy, went out to the coun- 
try in a big sleigh drawn by a 
single horse, to gather firewood. 
Returning home at dusk, the horse 
floundered in a snow drift. Or- 
dering my father to remain seated, 
*‘Zada’ got out, unhitched the 
horse, and pulled the sleigh him- 
self a good half-mile—with the 
horse trudging alongside—until 
they reached solid ground.” 

“A regular Paul Bunyan!” 

“Mind you,” my husband said, 
“this happened when ‘Zada’ was 
still a comparatively young man— 
maybe in his middle eighties. How 
he loved horses! One day the old 
Trojan decided to buy a fine car- 
riage horse he had seen around 
town. The price was steep, much 
more than he meant to pay, but 
he asked the owner to bring her 
over for a trial run. When the 
horse was harnessed to ‘Zada’’s 
buggy, and her master took the 
reins, ‘Zada’ stepped to one side 
and called out, ‘Now let’s see how 
fast she can go.’ To the driver’s 
surprise, the horse barely budged. 
*Zada’ Gawdy had one foot on 
the felloe and both hands on the 
rim of the rear wheel! That’s how 
strong he was.” 

“No doubt this is where the 
expression ‘strong as a horse’ origi- 
nated,” I said. 

“Well, smarty, here’s one that 
has nothing to do with horses,” 
my husband continued. “When 
*Zada’ Gawdy was an old man— 
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he still got up at the crack of 
dawn—he’d go down to the pro- 
duce market on Michigan Street 
to watch the farmers unload their 
wagons. While they worked, he 
entertained them with stories of 
his great strength. One day, as a 
joke, they told him if he could 
carry two one-hundred-pound 
sacks of potatoes, one on each 
shoulder, he could keep them. ‘Za- 
da’ hoisted the bags and set off, 
walking straight uphill all the way 
from Michigan to Ninth Street, 
where he presented his prize to a 
poor immigrant family newly ar- 
rived in Duluth.” 

Recalling the hills of Duluth, 
I was impressed. I remembered 
holding my breath the first time 
I traveled the same route in an 
automobile. But all I said was, 
“Now who do you think would 
be interested in your great-grand- 
father?” 

“No one but me, I suppose. 
Okay, dearie, you win. I’m curi- 
ous about Irish coffee, though. 
Want to try that recipe you have?” 

It took me quite a while to 
hunt up the glass cups and pre- 
pare the brew, but I finally made 
it. “Bet be never touched a drop 
of this stuff,” I wagered, setting 
the tray down. 

“Who?” asked my husband 
drowsily, rubbing his eyes and 
pulling himself up straight in the 
lounge-chair where he had been 
dozing. 

**Zada’ Gawdy—who else?” 
Raising the steaming cup I added, 
‘May he rest in peace!” 
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ALIYAH 
FROM AMERICA 


by Itzhak Korn 


N THE last few months, I have 

received letters from a number 
of friends asking when we shall 
begin to execute the plan which 
I suggested last year during my 
visit to America—about the immi- 
gration of 1,000 American fami- 
lies. 

Immediately on my return to 
Israel, we of Ihud Olami gave full 
details to the departments of the 
Jewish Agency concerned in con- 
nection with making fuller plans 
for the reception of immigrants 
from America and Canada. A 
similar plan was also considered for 
the Latin American countries. We 
thought this plan would be rea- 
lized at the end of last year, but 
just then the gates of Rumania 
were opened for an emigration 
which included craftsmen and 
intellectuals. 

The new situation, naturally, 
slowed down the working out of 
our plan. Only at the end of 
April was the plan partially work- 
ed out and the shaliah who will 
work at this project is already in 
New York. 

I want to take this opportunity 
to stress the following. (1) We 
believe that more youthful groups 
must be encouraged to make ali- 
yah to Israel. (2) For older and 
professional circles, aliyah from 
America and Canada should be 
bound up with a well-prepared 
plan. It is not enough to depend 
only on an appeal for aliyah: this 
must be accompanied with a plan 
how the immigrant can find a 
place for himself in agriculture, 
industry or the professions in 
order to avoid the insecurity of 
finding something to do for a 
living. 

The secure economical condition 
of American and Canadian Jews 
prevents them, with few excep- 
tions, from emigrating to Israel, 
particularly in cases when they do 
not know what they can do there. 
An American family which does 
not succeed in settling down does 
not stay and it is unnecessary to 
add that every family that returns 
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to America or Canada weakens 
the flow of immigrants from both 
countries. All immigration must be 
hound up with absorption. For 
this reason, we have also suggested 
that the departments of immigra- 
tion and absorption of the Jewish 
Agency should in these countries 
work together for the absorption 
of suitable immigrants. 


URING MY visit to America and 

at the Poale Zion Convention 
in Chicago, I happened to meet 
various groups interested in aliyah, 
among them a number of talented 
young professionals who would be 
prepared to come to Israel if they 
were to have a clear plan as to 
how they should settle down— 
even though their standard of liv- 
ing would be lower than that in 
America. The plan, when worked 
out, will introduce a substantial 
corrective in preparing suitable 
candidates for Israel.. To some 
extent this is bound up with mak- 
ing a certain sum of money avail- 
able. It is needless. to say that 
Israel cannot be indifferent to the 
American Jew with his mentality 
and ability. A considerable num- 
ber of them must take part with 
us in building the Medinat Israel. 
The material help of American 
Jewry, although it is needed badly, 
is not enough; we must also have 
their sons and daughters. They will 


' also create the atmosphere for an 
_ expanded emigration from Ameri- 


ca and Canada. 


We must not give up hope that 
Pioneering youth will come to 
Israel as was the case in a number 


of countries before the Second 
World War. Such a youth move- 
' ment can certainly not be built 











_ on the same principles as the pio- 


/ neering youth movement in Eas- 
» tern Europe in the ’thirties. We 





live in a different age which de- 
» mands other conditions suited to 
| the younger generation. It is clear 
) that a 
| plan for older groups will also at- 
| tract the younger element. 


modest but successful 


This task of aliyah rests mainly 


| on the shoulders of the Labor Zion- 


ist Movement in America. They 
Must make this issue of immigra- 
tion and of absorption one of their 
main aims and must devote them- 


selves to its success. The work 
must begin with a great education- 
al campaign to mobilize suitable 
candidates on the basis of the 
plans made. Obviously, this also 
imposes a duty on the Labor 
Movement in Israel, on the Gov- 
ernment, and on the Jewish Agen- 
cy departments to make certain 
that American Jews do not come 
merely on a temporary basis but 
settle permanently in the country. 


Itzhak Korn is a member of the Sec- 
retariat of Ihud Olami and the head of 
Tnuat Ha-Moshavim. 





MOVING? 


Make Sure You Get 


Your Copy of the 
JEWISH FRONTIER 
Promptly by Sending 


Us Your Old and New 


ADDRESS. 














Greetings 


———— 


FRANCIS J. KELLY 


Bennington, Vt. 





PICKWICK TAVERN 


Duluth, Minn. 





NEW ALBANY 
APOTHECARY SHOP, Inc. 


New Albany, Ind. 





LANG TRANSIT CO. 


Lubbock, Texas 





MARSHALL 
PLUMBING CO. 


Fort Worth, Texas 





R. D. BURNETT CIGAR CO. 


Birmingham, Ala. 








LOCH SHELDRAKE, N. 
Hurleyville 56—57 





Dancing — Entertainment — Pool — Lake on Premises — Teen Age Program — 


Teeners Lounge — Children's Day Camp — Dietary Laws 


Hosts to the last Eastern Seaboard Convention in Lakewood 





Barnet-Protas . 
Own.-Mgt. | 





City Inf: DEwey 9-8111 
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Expertly Supervised Day Camp — Nite Patrol 
SPORTS - POOL - TENNIS - GOLF NEARBY 
Top Entertainment & Dancing. Free dance in- 

i or child and adults. Lew Group 
Rates — FOR RESERVATIONS ONLY 


CALL COLLECT, MONT. 330 





SKLI 


Fun-Filled Cocktail Party — Midnite Jamboree 


MONTICELLO 8, N. Y. 


New rooms with pvt. baths, wall 
to wall carpeting & bedside phones. 
\% Mile from Monticello Raceway 












Greetings 


—— 


SERVICE ELECTRIC CO. 


Meridian, Miss. 





MALCO PETROLEUM, Inc. 


Cleveland, Ohio 





LINWOOD STATE BANK 


Kansas City, Mo. 





WEST END FEDERAL 
SAVINGS & LOAN ASSN. 


Atlanta, Ga. 





BROOKS PHARMACY 


Ithaca, N. Y. 





MASSEY MOTOR CO. 


Kinston, N. C. 





HODGE OPTICAL CO. 


Savannah, Ga. 


HIGH HOLIDAY TOUR 
TO ISRAEL 


A TOUR to Israel—the fourth this 


year—is now being planned 
by the Histadrut Tourist Depart- 
ment for the High Holiday season. 
According to Dr. Joseph Weniger, 
who heads the Department, the 
tour will leave New York via El 
Al Airlines turbe-prop on Sep- 
tember 22nd for 17 days in Israel 
and a 4-day stopover in Rome. 

The High Holiday tour features 
the first international Harp Festi- 
val and Contest with 52 partici- 
pating harpists from 15 countries; 
Rosh Hashana spent in Tel Aviv 
and Yom Kippur in Jerusalem; and 
excursions throughout Israel un- 
der the supervision of experienced 
English-speaking guides. The 
group’s itinerary includes visits to 
old and new settlements, historic 
sites and modern institutions, Ori- 
ental villages and army camps, as 
well as meetings with Israel’s lead- 
ers and newly-arrived immigrants. 
A special feature of the Histadrut 
group-travel plan is that individ- 
uals may determine their own re- 
turn dates, stopping off in Europe 
at no increase in fare. 

The price of the High Holiday 
tour, which includes first-class ho- 
tels, continental meals, guided 
tours, entrance fees and special 
events, is $1199 per person. Regis- 
tration and inquiries are now be- 
ing accepted by the Histadrut 
Tourist Department, 11 W. 42nd 
Street, Suite 739, New York 36, 
New York. 
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Greetings 
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LOYAL ORDER OF MOOSE’ 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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ROY CULVER 
MOTORS, Inc. 


Elkhart, Ind. 





—— 





SYNTHETIC PLASTICS CO, 


Newark, N. J. 





THE FIRST 
NATIONAL BANK 


Minot, N. D. 





SEARS, ROEBUCK & CO, 


Buffalo, N. Y. 








HICKORY HOUSE, Inc. 


New York, N. Y. 





GREEN'S 
POINTE ROYALE CASINO 


Grosse Pointe Park, Mich. 





THE GAINESVILLE 
» NATIONAL BANK 


Gainesville, Ga. 





Greetings 


—_—_>———_ 


HARRINGTON 
HOTEL CO.., Inc. 


Washington, D. C. 





PIGGLY WIGGLY 


San Diego, Calif. 





FIRST FEDERAL 
SAVINGS & LOAN ASSN. 


Orlando, Fla. 











TAMPA FEDERAL 
SAVINGS & LOAN ASSN. 


Tampa, Florida 





HAYDEN 
OIL & SUPPLY CO., Ine. 


North Adams, Mass. 





TIERNEY 
ROTOR VENTILATOR CO. 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


—_——" 





THE G. M. McKELVEY CO. 


Youngstown, Ohio 


_—— 





ZELL 
INSURANCE AGENCY, Ine. 


Brunswick, Ga. 

















